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|S MINUTES — ail 
she d ' oy 1} 
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PEARL RIVER | 
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CONVENED aT 
DILLINGS-CREEK CHURCH, 
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Pentecost—T he 


Pearl River, : 
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| Hytt-Moon Flud 
Bethany—Willi 











Silver Greek—) 
Providence—NC 


| Pait-River—Shi 
eae 
Dillings-Creek, 


i Poplar Spring, | 


Chapel, ‘ Hy, 


- |< MINUTES: &e. 
f" : 


\J FRIDAY, 31st MARCH, 1830. 


‘ 


ett . } 
KPURSUANT toa Resolution of the Mississippi Baptist Association, | 
their yt session, authotizing A Convention to be held at Dillings: | 
ek Church, the said Convention met according td the appointment | 
M ‘aid resolution, when the folowing Churches were lrepresented—viz, 


Cuvurcnes. Dexecares. i 


r, ‘? Johanna Ricks, 
Mount Nebo, : le Tene 


Pentecost—Thomas Watts. 


GEO. W. KING, 
Harman Runnels; 


Pearl River, 
» vy . ’ 

Hlt-Moon Fluf—NATHAN MORRIS. 

Bethany—William Stamps. 

Silver Greek—Nathan Pa rker, 

Provudlence—NORVEL ROBERTSON, 


; Paij-River—-Shadrach King. 
He | 


A Dougle Graham 
’ rd. 5 , 
Dillings-Creek, { William Ward. 


2 JOHN P. MARTH, 


Poplar § ring : tS 
P pring, Noah Stringer. ' 


Char. ABSOLEM HARPER,* 
Chapel, tora Tillman. . 


-, ¥JAMES THIGPEN, ” 
Antioch; : Davis B, Jenkins, 


hed thus. (*) were absent. 


= 




















; \ 
\ j 
Ist. By request of thé Dillings-(q k Churth, brother Geo. W. King, 
preached a sermen, inftroductor business, from Joshua xiii. IY 
; * There remains yet, very much If fmt to be possessed.” 


| 13th. Appointe 
* Jetter to the next 







| LUth, Resolvec 
Church, in Pike. c 
in September nex 
ing brethren be in 







2d. Brother Norvel Robertson} #¥e an exhortation, and prayed.’ 


i 

3d. Proceeded to buginess. 
: 
i 











15th, Appointe 
ot Fair Riyer Chu 
before the first Lon 


f 4th. Read the letters{from the 


rches, and enrolled the names of 
their Delegates. § wie 


' 















5th. Chose brother Norvel Rolk Mon, Moderator, and brother Geb. 


W. King, Clerk. 16th. Appointe 


be presented to the 





















nt, for the convenience of the 
Baptist Association for a dismis- 
med on Pearl River. 


6th. Resolved, That, it is ex] 
Churches, to petition thp Mississi 
sion, and that a new Asspciation bf 


17th. Appointe 

f germon at the com: 

of failure, brother 

| Z 

18th. Appointes 
inserted in these 

William Cooper, 


inded to the Churches, not repre- 
1a wish to join our contemplated 
Eto the Mississippi Baptist Asso- 
nission, fur the purpose of being 


7th. Resolved, That i be recot 
sented in this Convention, and tha 
Association, re petition, | individeas 
ciation, at the next sessidn; for the 
constituled with us. 























; 






19th. Appointe: 
and distributing of 


20th: Coaclude: 


On the Sabbath 
Geo, W. King, p 
word (we hope) WwW: 


Mbrethren Geo: W. King, Norvel 
write a petitionary letter to the 
aying for a dismissien from their 

contemplated tew Association; 
Methren to assist in that important 

. | 


. 8th. Appointed a committer of 
Robertson, and Harmart Runnels$ 
next Mississippi Baptist fisse Ciptic 
body, for the purpose of prganizin 

»and that they request niinisteriiga 
‘\ business, i °°. Ue 























{ 
Cooper, Nathan Morris, and 
2ught a plan of a Constitution t6/ 


wptist Association, for inspectiony 
‘ 
I : 


» Oth. Appointed the biethren We 
Geo. W. King, to be a committee } 
be presented to the first Pear! Riv 







hg ned 








. 10th. Brother Moderjtor pra 
: ‘ until to-morrow 10 o’clo¢k, a... 
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’ oe SATWRDAY 


; Met according to adjogrnment. 






a '? J1th. Brethren Norve} Rober 










Ie 
Proceeded to business. 
: ’ fs 
12th. The committee, appoint 
presented it, which\was nead and 


v7 








es of 
Geb. 


f the 
mis- 


pre- 
ated 
LS80- 
einig 


rvel 
» the 
heir 
On; 
tant 


and 


ayy 
the abore 


13th. Appointed brother/Nathan Morris-to bear and present 
* Jetter to the next Mississip i, Baptist Association. 


| Lath, Resolved, That we appoint an Union Meeting, at Chapel 

Church, in Pike county, to commence on Friday before the first sabbath 

in September next; to be a Communion Season, and-fhat the nfinistey- 
} 


af 


ing brethren be invited to attend. _, he / 


15th,‘ Appointed the first Pest] River Baptist Association ta’ be held 
at Fair River Church, Lawrence) county, to-commence on the Saturday 


lefore the first Lord’s day in. November next, f 
16th. Appointed brother Geo, W., King to write a Circular Letter, to 
be presented to the first Pearl River Baptist Association, for acceptance. 


17th. Appointed brother James Thigpea to preach the introductory 
J germon at the commencement_pf the aforesaid Assogiation; and ip case’ 
of failure, trpther Norvel Robertson, RET 


7 t.. 
18th. Appointed tirotlier Shadrach King td‘ white.an Addreés to be 
inserted in these minutes, subject to the inspection of the ‘brethreg 
William Cooper, Geo. ‘W. Kink, and:Harmap-Runnels. 1 


Hie rs ; siti Ve 
19th. Appointed brother Geo. W. King to superiatend the printing 
and distributing of 400 copies of these Mijutes. 


‘ x 
¥ 20th: Ceacluded by prayer. / bs 
’ . 2 | : =f | 
On the Sabbath ihe brethren Jesse Densong, Nathan Morris, and 


Geo, W. King, preached to a very attentive cougregation; and the 
word (we hope) was attended with the energy of the Hon Srsarr, | 


* 


Signed by order of the Convention, 


N 


NORVEL ROBERTSON, Modérator. 


GEO. W. KING, Clerk. 
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a, SENDETH GREETING : 


Dean Baierurex, 





THE beneficence off our Go 
to rise in grateful odour} fromr tf 
past our delightful cobntty was 
and wild beasts, scarcely 
jan istapes| our temperate, uncl 
They s¢arcely s: 
‘or heard his veice in the 
Stant seene of Fiolence, 
ted by every abomidable a 
: made the wiltfeiness to 
silent currept of the beantiful rivert 
worshipers of the Most Hi rh, iand 2 
in its vikinity, af 
sHould glorify Go in our bodies ay 


d cause the incense of gratitude 


r of every heart. 
mode of wild men of the woods, 
pus and savage. | Our smiling 
tinosphere, wore ho smiles for 
God inscribed in the Heavens, 
Their minds presented a con- 
by ‘ambition; and, in peace; 
But our covenant 
The roljing, 


A few years 






bm as the rose. 
» has responded the voice-oPthe 
ly number of his Churches are 
n of these high privileges we 
its, which are his. 
inheritance among our 
¢n- the first Churches were 
gdld become dim? Have you 
Pd are you not ready -to say, 
h songs in the night? 
bm your soul desireth to love? 
; and do the dark and ghill- 
's of the sun of righteousness? 
mom, “ Return O Backslider! for 
speriyafiection we would exhort 
serfion. Probably you have s! 
is name. Or,: probably you 
we, and God hath granted? your 
- f Renic mber that covetousness 


Or hearts butn 
stablished hong us; but fuas natt 
otten the day « 
* Where. God, my Saviour,’ 


Do you walk in darkness 
ing clouds of adPersity inher¢e pt 
To you We would raise ouf Voice, a 
is married unt y 
you to examiue into th: 
not rendered t Hl uw 
have been {oo solic 

desires; but sént le 


nnes: {oO your sc 
‘ *) ‘ x 
is an abominable id 






When the. lowerii g st j m 
inightily te God—He hee { 
“ our landscapes smiled, and the bir 
‘ smpothed, atid the commetcial sail ‘ 
Peace and} afluenc: 
we have forg 


ur horizon, we ,cryed 
phere became serene—+." 
in our valleys. Our seas werd *” 
Bent by the “four winds to out 
ed in our families; but alas 
our God: and lpved the gifl 
then, ‘stand upon our watch, 
unte us, and what. we shall . 
vemoan ourselves, 2s Ephraim, 
Son, while his wrath is 


happy land. 
amidst the’e blessings 
Without remembering the 
and watch-tosee ‘what the! Lord 
answer when we are 
hor ourselyes as 












For the putpos 
drank, and the sn 
offer to you a few 


Ist. Private pi 
And remember, t 
his face in alittle 
with bis loving k: 
tn love, hides the 


2d. ain former | 
another, and the. 
. was written befor 
shall be mine, sa 
Go; and do liked 
door-posts of the 
how goodly are 
God is more_negh 
news of his grace 
once bid fair fort 
Churches!’ Of} f 
families, and in © 


Wait, dear bret 

his promise.’ W, 
_not.the abseniblir 
“Waition the Lord. 
and he will streng 
May the sun of 
piety, and bless | 
» prayer of your pe 


‘ 


prayer of your poor brethyen. 


| 1 | eit 
ee fit bot CW e.: 
For the putpose of yor returning to those waters of which you have 
drank; and the smiles: of that God, whom you have offended; we sliall 
offerto you afew directions: : 7 | 
ee s ; 
Q i 
st,, Private prayer, that much neglected. duty, should!be resumed . 
And remember, that although your God may wnot hear a¢ Jirst, and hid 
his face in alittle wrath, yet he will remember his importuning childtey 
with his loving kindness. Jesus has“a compussionale Kear}, tad ofied 
in love, hides the bright shinings of his countefiance. I 
, . , , va. t 
2d. ln former times those that feared the Lord, spake \often one td 
another, and the Lerd harkened and heard, and 4 book of remembrance 


- was written before {him for th » that ‘thought on his name: and they 


shall be mine, aith the Lord, then I come te make up my jewels 
Go, and do likedpisel Call tonBnd those golden days when the very, 


‘ door-posts of the house of God hppeared. beautiful, . Did we not sy 
0 


how goodly are thy tentsO! Bacob? But is it so, that the house 
God is more_negletted; -his ordihances, apparently, dispised; the g di 
news of his grace but lightly ine firs and that/toe by those who have 
once bid fair for the Kingdom 7 ! for a revival of religion among the 
Churches! O! fora revival in our hear{s, in| our, brethrén, in rs 
families, and in out-neighbourhoods! ! 


Wait, dear brethrth, on the Lord in’bis appointed means.—Stay aa 
his promise.’ Wrestle like Jacob—overcome like israel. Fordake, 


_ not the absenibling of yourselves tdgether, even in prayer meetings.| 


Wait'on the Lord, anjl he will renew thy strength, Be of good courage , 
and he will strengihen. thy-heart. . 1d 


; i . ’ \! ‘ } | 
May the sun of righteousness illumine your minds; vegetate your 
piety, and bless these considerations to-the good: of yourisouls, is the” 


hie 


- NORVEL ROBERTSON, Moderator.| 


i 
} 
| 
jr 


GEO. W. KING, Clerk. 
. if } i | 
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AGREEABL) 
and the Pearl Rive 
at Fair River Chur 
pursuance to the a 
were represented, 
Seelam 


CHURCHES, 
— 
Half Moon Bluff. 
Arougepitto i" 
« Mount Nebo, -. 
y Antioch. - -. - 
, Pearl River. + 
Union. - 
nf Fair River, - 
y Silver Creek.) . 4 
yNew Chapclh \~ - 
\ Poplar Spring.- - 
{ Dillings Creek, - 
y Baileychitto. .. ,*. . 
\ i Creek Ea: 
c er. - « 
Bulk, |,- - -') 
Friendship. =. 


aes 


Sweet Water Brang 
_ Talleyhala. <= * 
reer: °. 8 
Pentitost. + - ~ ). 
. African. yao . 
- Bethany, - . - 
i Ebenezer, bah 
ee 
aaa 
1 +» BL Those war 
| talLicenced pre: 
i} 


5 MINUTES, fi 
ievenst; 4 November, 1820: 


AGREEABLY to sundry Resolutions of the Mississippi Baptist: feencistions 


and the Pearl River — Convention, app me ing ani Association ait be ‘donstitu 

at Fair River Chareh, the Delegates from thurches met at said Church im 
purfuance to the appointment 4 the said seoetutinnsy @hen the following Chugches 
were represented, viz. S 


ert 


CHURCHES, 


| 


for minutes. 


1 Total fe FeHowship. 


f NATHAN MORRIS, 
Half Moon Bluff. $ Willis Magee,- | - 
Ao , WILLIAM COOPER, 
agchitts. - ': * 2 David Cleveland, - - 
Johannan Rick 
« Mount Nebo, -. 2 John Tate, » 2%} 
Antioch } WILLIAM WHITEHEAD, 
y Antioch. <---> “JAMES THIGPEN, .- 
Sie | GEORGE W. KING; 
, Pearl River, - -'- | William D. Hathorn, 
J Joseph Lewis, 
+ Chamberlain, 
pa ae King, 
Jesse "Maxwell, - 
. Willis Simmons, - - 
ABSALOM’ HARPER, 
Moses Bridges, - | - 
JOHN P. ORITIN, | 
Noah Stringer; 
Dougle Gobet | 
John Barnes, / 
. WILLIAM COOK, 


&% —S_ $lContribute 


Union. - 


hf Pair River. 
Silver peep 


y New Chapel. | - 


N Poplar Spring. - 


{ Dillings Creek. - - 
’ ¥ Baileychitto. . 


DAVID G©OOK,* 
John Sutton, 
Charles Iker, , 
Reuken Williams, ‘ 

ASA CHADICK,* 
Thomas Carteér, e 
JAMES POWEL, 

Jesse Scrivner, . 

NORVEL ROBE RTSON, 
rt * Jameg C. Steele; 4 --+- 

Briton Bridges, a! 

Renticgst. « “* 0%. 5 ‘Thonias Watts, oy i ton 

| frie ') Ben, belonging to Sellers, 

. Bobs: Relonsine to M’Graw,' 

William Sparks, 

William Stamps, - | 

£ dacob Carte a 

{ decd Ve 

James Tete 


_ Bula 
. Friendship. e 


Sw eet Water Roane 


Greek, Eas John Nall, ; 
* of Pea 2% Hubert, - 


_ Talleyhala. ° . 


N. B, Those marked chal 2 
‘ih—Licenced preachers, # 


ij 


le he ce 
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Sth.. Choose brother William Cooper, Moderator, and. 


brother Shadrach King, Clerk; 5 
9th. Took up the case of the Bahala © (reh, and the ob- 

jection against said’ Chure beprearing tobe in consequence of 

their holding. brother James Bailey in fdllowship, who (report 


sail) had two wives living, and thesubject being thoroughly 


investigated, the Association pronounced the first marriage 
not consummated, and therefore illegal, and the second mav- 
riage, valid; and the Bahala Church was received by an 
unanimous votes i yr, be: 
. 10th, Brother George W. King having prépared. the Crr- 
cuLar Letter, accordingly to the appointment of the Peart 
River Baptist Convention, presented it, which was read, 
and unanimously adopted. =: \ 

fith. Recejved a letter of correspondence from the Union 
aie TPP PGE MOUND aR Kai CEP, thee 


aaa different degrees, the outpouring ‘of the Spirit.— 
his evinces to us the pleasing fact, that our Covenant God } 


has not yet forgotten to be gracious. We likewise hear of the 


t gracious visit i , ai J 
men vrouiet“Waathe churches in New-York, Vir. 


brother Shadrach King, to the Union, Associatidns. 
Brother Davis Collins prayed, and the Association adjourn; 
ed until to-morrow at half past nine o’elock, A. M. 


TUESDAY, %th November, 1820. 


Met in pursuance to adjournment. i 
Brother Nathan Morris prayed. . : if . 
13th, Resolved, That this Association, feeling a wish to 
disseminate the true doctrines of the: Gospel in their purity, 
request our Reverend and beloved: brother, DAVIS 'COL- 
LINS, \to-favour us with a copy of the sermon which he. de- 
livered to us on Lord’ day ‘last, and that brother William 


Whitehead superintend the printing of 500 copies of it; and, 
h 


fiat he appropriate the mouey of the subscription raised for” 
that purpose, towards the printing of the same, and that bé 
distribute them to the subscribers proportionate to'the sum that 
tach subscribes, so that the ultimate distribution may be from 
ne subscribers, in ‘order to give it as eedy, and Sanaa 
‘rculation; and if there be more subscribed than will pay for’ 
the printing of the 500 copiés,, that brother Whitehead shall 
om ! overplus to brother Collins, as a compensation for. - 


A le. 
ia, Read and received the corresponding. letters to. pister ; 
Assqciations, and eppointed the brethpen as our messcneery a) 


Wee 
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el Robertson and John P, 








to bear them, viz: Brethren We 
Martin, to the Bigby,| Breth 


e Nathan Morris and Ja 
Thigpen, to the Uni Frethren Davis Collins aad 
' George W. King to the Missigs 


mpi, Associations. hy 


¢. 





































15th. Resolved, That, we eter, with the Mississippi and | ‘Tyr [Peary 
4 the Union Associations, on the Bf ject of Missions, agreeably l ar. (Fair F 
; to the request of the Mississipy pssocistion, and that we ap- PRESENT, 8. 
point the Brethren, George sing, Nathan Morris, Wil- pot 
' liam Whitehead, Davi Clevelae , and Shadrach King, to Dear y 
} be ou# committee of conference a meet the committees of the HOUC 
4 sister Associations, at Zion-H Church, Amite county, on, AL 


we think it our 
brace, ‘With 

leasing sensal 
bear 


Friday before the first Sabbath i 
16th. Appointed brother Da AG 
17th. Ordered, That Twenty 


May next. ‘; 
@ Cleveland, Treasurer. _ 
SPollars be. paid, aut of the 













Oe eye 


7 —— ODEN seo - 
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Association Fund, towards comp ting the payment of print-. the pros 

. ing the Minutes of the Pearl Rit Baptist Convention. The c ae Ri 

: 18th.e sinners let fall the pemipntial tear, and others ap- {| hala, pair Rely 
. (peared seriously solemn. Diving trvice was closed, by bro- | 


oy d in di 
is evinces to 


has not yet fors 
most gracious 
ginia, Kentuck 
' with the operat 
the whole worl 


ther John Smith, ina very pathe j 


exhortation, and rey. | 
: by brother George W. King. | ° peayet 1 















| 
giation to be at. Ebenezer | 
f Fence county, to commence |’ 
hh in September next. | 


19th. Appointed our next As 
Chureb, on Holloday’s Creek, 
on Saturday before the first Sab} 



















20th. Appointed brother NoHeil Robertsom to write the || ae 
Circular Letier for the next Asst#Ation. * pitiqus era, 
_ 4tst. Appointed brother Norv@# Robertson. to preach the | nl the ear 
~-pheriyieg sermon, and in. “it f failure, brother Nathan i vd gr b 
Morris. | -, . : 
22nd. Appointed brojher Shd Mach King to superintend, wee we shal 
the printing and distributing: of 3 @ copies of these Minutes, |] * set ini order tl 
with the Constitution Pa i |] Stoo much 
Brother George Ww. King Pp Bed, and brother William S and the Lor 
pat adjourned the Agsociatio HVith an Apostolic benedic- roth d fly 
1on, ; AS f | 
Signed by order of the Aj f ation. hmnily prayer, : 
WILLIA Teor, Moderator. ee on 
apoRs f oe Clerk, other, in our fam 


inthedays ofZer 


Ny 


TOT tea Em 


: bth 
CIRCULAR LETTER. ' 
¢:, Hie, ——< 0 | 


Tae \Pedru River Bapwisr Association, CONSTITUTED. 
| av.\Fair River Cuvercn, to rug Cuurcnes THEY, RE- 
PRESENT, SENDETH Gregrrna, 


Dear Brethren, | SF ! 
ALTHOUGH letters of this kind have been numerous, yet, 
we think it our (luty, to stir up your minds by way of remem. 
braxice, With the most heart-felt Statification, with the most 


leasing sensations of soul,‘ and the most grateful feelings, we 
ar of the prosperity of Aion in some of our infant churches, 


The churches at nik wl Spring, Friendship, Ebenezer, Ba- 


ughchitto and New Chapel, haye éx. 


his evinces to us the pleasing fact, thab our Covenant * God 
has not yet forgotten to’ be gracious. We likewise hear of the 
most gracious visitations of the churches in New-York, ' Vir- 
ginia, Kentucky, Georgia and Tennessee, which, together . 


J) with the operations now going forward for the eranzelizine of 


the whole world, cause our, drooping heads to he raised, and 
our languishing spirits to revive. | We are ready 40 hail the 


propitious era, foretold by ancient prophets, when the king- 


. doms of the earth shall become the kingdom of our Lord and 
is Christ. 


his Chris 

If we then be ‘attentive to the voice of God in his Proyi- 
-dences;/ we shall open the ear to instruction, and he solicitous 
to set in order the things that'are wanting. Family religion 
is too much neglected : the Sabbath is too frequently. profan- 


td: and the Lord’s Supper is but partially observed. Of these 


We would speak more particularly :—and, 
ist. Of family religion, which consists in family government, 
ily prayer, and family instruction. We often pray forthe 
on of sin in the world, and the promotion of holiness ; 
but how little do we do to destroy the one, and to promote the 
other, in our families? In rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem, 
. nthedays of Zerubbabel, every man Was requited tobuild over; 
‘galnst his own jouse-—so, the way to promote religion in the * 
77 one to begin at his own family. Alas! 
who claim the brotherhood do not keep up family 


, oe How many neglect family instruction for the want of | A oa 


* And how many omit it from principle, to fait 


their children fortualists, Pharisees and hypocrites 





Tae, 
We 
| 


Why do we'teach them moral May they not:trust in mor. 
als, as well as in religious ingiggietion? — \ Thy Jet them heaj 
experiences? Why let them jag the Bible? ~ Why preach. 
to them? May they not by igeme means learn th angzuage 
of Zion, and get the form of “ ion without the power ? “it 
this principle be true, the Chg} of Rothe’ is correct’ in con. 
tending that “ ignorance is theg=@ther of devotion ;” and we 
will not only keep our childrent ignorance, but learn them tg 
be vicious, that the power of} may be more illustriously 
displayed in their conversionSg@jHow preposterous! If we 
should neglect the instructioig@f our children -becanse it ig 
wrong, then St, Paul made a/fMfat mistake in directing par; 
ents to bring up'their children | 34h the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord,” and Timothy? mrandmother did extremely 
wrong in bringing him up “ in| $i} knowledge of God, from his 
infancy.” It is true, that Godt only change the heart, and 
bring those discordant re eg the human mind into sub- 
_ jection and.order ; but, in this, $Pat\work, has he not always 
employed means? Religious jigggruction is a powerful aid to 
the ministry of the gospel, whaglall will acknowledge i¢ an - 
appointed means; and who Wyeth which shall prosper, 


and still have, a Chatechism, th they teach their children 


and they are sound predestinad , atthe same time, Altho? . 


this or that? In the Eastern|! dites, the Baptists have’ ry 


predestination is much despised fy some, and boasted of by |. 
others, it'ts rarely, very rarely Blieved in the world; while }:* 
Armenianism and Antinomianigf gre plentifully spread abroad, 
’ "To expect the end, without the i fans, is Antinomian delusion ; 
and a not pad been the sorts f the neglect of the instruc. 
tion of our youth ¢ ey 
2nd. The profanation of the 
lamented. Although our voices@™innot reach thé deaf world, 
surely the people of God will KeaPus wher we repeat the so. 
lesa 'conatannd, «‘ Remember t cy \bbath day to keep it holy.” 
We are aware, that many lagen in the Southern Staies, | 
have doubted the moral oblieat ‘2. ‘huler the 
_Christian dispensation. | But, Wage i 
it not included in the ‘ten commu 
the ten commandments obligatogain the christian as a rule of 
conduct, though not as a coveni=i of life ? . 
_ It is conceded that this precey Wpartakes of the nature of 
those positive laws, which inje ) thi ngs, that would not have 
been duties, had they not have } B commanded; and there.’ 
* fore, it may be styled moral j tive in respect to the . 
or portion of time to be eh ew hich might, therefo ee! S| 
from the seventh to the/Fjat day of the week, Bu By 





"Aa: 
| (<a erat Ht ole Ri 
waa b pot io time should be wholy devated to piety am. 
religion, is according to the reason and, the fitness of thi 3 Both 
and derives its authority not-only from the will of the Le oo 
‘ator, but from the moral sense of man; is therefore moral 
natural, and 9 net ont cannot be altered. ees 
_ 3rd. The ordinahce of the Lord’s Supper is but partially 
atteniled is the infant churches of lif fg isabel \ 
that this is a strengthening ordinance, ehforced by the com- 
mand of a dying Saviour ; “ This do in remembrance of me ;"’ 
and, * as oft as ye do this ye do shew forth my death until I 
come.’ Can any Christian, or Christian Church digregatd 
this Gedlike command, falling in such. plaintive strains from 
the lips of a dying Redeemer? fe 
Dear Brethren, haying in a short and imperfect manner, 
called your attention to some of your' duties, we would now 
a word of encouragement to you. . Though the blast af 
envious backbiters howl, though the billows of temptation roll 
together in impetuous surges, and the sea of trial opens its 
mouth to ingulph yous yet the little bark, on which the pver- 
lasting love of God is placed, shall safely outride the storm, 
and ultimately gain the pert where storms and : hurricahes, 
‘pillows and tempest, shall hort noymore. He that.shall come, 
come, and he will not tarry. The last vial is pouring — 
foyth to make way for the final destruction of the Beast; ae 
. | the ‘Angel having the everlasting Gospel, is flying'through the 
ihidst of Heaven, proclaiming the ews of Grace. (* The - 
‘bloody portal of war is again shut,” and portendg some pro} 
itious event to the Church of Christ; and we should raise our 
dg and say, “ co Lord Jesus, come quickly.” 
Ava, Christian soldiers—put onthe whole armour offaith, ~ 
and sleep not‘on the verge of time. “‘The night is far spent—_ 
the day ist hand; let us put off the works of darkness, and “» 
_ on the whole armour of light _ Shall we shumber until that ~ 
‘day conte upon us unawares? God forbid, Let us then be. 
.zealous, dear brethren, in the ‘good cause of out God. The 
_ time is short >it remaineth that they who have wives, be as 
though they had none;-and they that buy, as though they pos- 
sessed not, «“ Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true; 
whatsoever things are honest ; whatsoever things’ are just; 
‘whatsoever things ‘are pure; whatsopver things. are lovely; 
_ Whatsoever things are of- good report ; if there be amy virtne;, 
at | g be amy: 
‘and if there be any praise—think on these thi LE Ser ee 
sat WILLIAM COOPER, \Moderatore 
€ Suanaape hee te. he rg ett 
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out blame, b 
: 8. We be 
H, RULES, &e. | B after justific: 
tetas f it is the duty 
| ; Ho We be 
, 7 , Bil eeaee HR 9. We 
Bef Kir 7% tse Association. es ral judgment 
—_ 22008 re @ecec<ame ; o the unishme 
| PRESMBLE. = | | 
| WE, the Churches of\Jesua4 st, who have bidet regnilaily 1, We bel 
our ‘faith, are convinced ofthe co tion 
. Necessity of a combi tionié Dhurches, and of maintaini up to the Lor 
x correspondence, for the p mee federal union a . keep up a Ge 
all the ¢ Yhurches of the s ‘7 and order—We, there pel. 
fore, do agree, to unite ang” tn elateheas into an: Aone 2. We bel 





tion, upon the following 1 "4 ples, namely : 


FAITH, 


the only law 
* the Church 
member there 






ARTICLES apr 








ch baptised upen a profession i 












































‘2. We bel 
1. WE believe in ove onbaae ne and living and or : 
there are a Trinity of perso i f m the Senne 5 F | Becnabet, es 
' the Son, and the Holy) Ghos## ihe same in essence, equal 4. We bel; 
power and glory. Bf rai mode, anc 
2. We ae. the iptug ta jot the Old and New Testis 5. We beli 
i . ment, were given by in piratiegéof God ; are of Divine Autho- J hers, have at 
#3 rity;’ and the ouly rule of fi Se d practice, | , 6. We beli 
3. We believe in th fall of an ; in the im utation of his ers, to make 
i sin to all his posterity ; in the} 1 de ravity of Human baptism by in 
) i — ; and Man’s inabi ty “A on tore elf to the favor at ion church 
t 7. We beli 
F 4. We believe in the werlal z love of 
Asi ‘in the eternal unconditi el MG on of a sea e resp ~ eet 


Who are immo 
ty to the scrip 






-) 5. We believe that si Aa tified in th tof 
_ God, by the imputed 4 ao ly juni Christ; Ww ghd 
sa 


unto all, and upon all thes | “eh 
6. We believe, all iwi wij rere chosen in Christ, before 
tlre foundation of the wey in tmp, effectually called, 
regenerated, converted, and i. ed; and are kept, by the. 

power of God, ‘through’ ith oxy ‘Salvation, 

7. We believe there i * ae between God isl 
| RS eestion Pataca oct 
) Justice ing an offi > sin,” |: 
by, hie smdat es es 




















Ve 
( 44.) AEE AT See 
urge of the law, that they might be holy and’ with, . 

out blame, before himin love. ag Poe: ee 
8. We beli¢ve good works are the fruits of faith, and fallaw 
after justification; are evidences of a gracious state; and {hiat: 
it is the duty of all believers, to perform them from a ptincip 
oflove. , — ret 
9. We believe in the resurrection of the dead, and a géne- 
ral judgment ;| and that the eyes of the righteous, and’ 

the punishment of the wicked, will be eternal. 


JON GOSPEL ORDER. 


1. We believe that the visible Church of Jesus Christ, is a 
congregation of faithful persons, who have given themselves 
up to the Lord, and to one another, and have -covenanted, to 
. keep up a Godly discipline, agreeably to the-rules of the gos. 

1 


Pi We believe that Jesus Christ is the head of the Charch ; 
the only law giver—that the. government is with the body, 
* the Church,” anid is equally the right and privilege of eacl 
member thereof, ‘ peor ere ed hae 
2. We believe that Baptism and the ‘Lord’s Supper. aro 
gospel ordinances, appolfited by Jesus Christ, and are to be 
continued in the church until his second Neon 
4. We believe Baptism, by immersion, is thé only'scriptu 
rai mode, and that believers are the only proper subjects. 
_ 5. We believe that none but regular baptised church mem- 
bers, have a right to partake of the Lord’s Supper. get hh 
6. We believe it to be the duty and privilege, of all believ. 
ers, to make a public profession of their faith—to submit to 
baptism by immersion, and to give themselves members of the 
visible church, . ; | 
1. We believe it to he the duty of eve regular organized 
church, to expel from her communion, all dis rderly members, - 


> 
” s 


Who are immoral in their lives—or that hold doctrines conta, iy 


ty to the scriptures. ; 
——— 
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RULES OF DECQRUA 


: is - | “AboPrep BY THE. |. 
| PEARL RIVER BAPTIST 2SS LATION., 
ie THOSE {delegates ho are regularly! chosen by thie | . : 


Rh. ches in our Union, sha compose the ve int = a Gs 


























ba 


* nominated the Pearl R. 


fo, expedient. 
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tion ‘Fund, 


















2. The delegates so chos 


respective churches, certifyi ag their appointment, together J raising and 
with their number in fellowstgg those baptised, received ‘by’ | church in t 
letter, restored, dismissed, emg hmunicated, and dead, since proper and 


the last Association. ae i vant; i 
. 8. The delegates thn band convened, shall be de- 
t' Association. | 


} ciation : am 
chos “ 
babe 
4. This Assotiation!shall Sve a Moderator and. Cler 


bsined 
is 
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who shall be annually choser e & majority of the members # rection of t 
sent. an ; 46. The 

5.- If new churches desire tdi admitted into the union, they | rected if ne 
shall petition by lettey and Mplegates—If, on-examinatijn, | before the . 

found orthodox and ordpriy, ell be received by the Associa- 
tion, anil manifested bythe Mggderator, giving their delegates |, THE 
* the right-hand of fellowship. 2 . Pat oh 

“6, No church in-the anion, mall-have a right to more than | ‘4, ET sh 
two delegates, until she shall P§cted one hundred members. [| | for the gene 
Then she shall have a right \ additional delegate for. every 2. To ke 
fifty. Ue «(| cent.) with’ 
7, Every query sent to the: @sociation by any church in 3., This 
* -the union, shall be read, and Hit to vote by the Moderator, | God's herit 
whether it shall be debated, aiffjif'there shall be a majority’ | the ghurche 
pstigated : Provided ‘always, 4. It sha 







for jt, it shall be taken up and F¥ 
that those. be. first considered, ee Ait . the best ads 


h affect the union of the’ 
; into any dif 











































churches. ae j 
"4 Every motion = and fonded, shall he taken up hy and remove 
“the“Association, except it be yahidrawn by. the person who] -\ 5.|'Toad 
made it. , |. Ae | but not to g 
- 9. Only one person shall spagex atonce, who shall rise from 6.| This . 
his seat and address the Modefapor. | church in th 
_ 10. ‘The person thus ¢peakiigg shall not be interrupted ex- moral in prs 
cept he depart from the/subje@ break the rules of decorani, 1. To ap 
Or cast reflections on a brother ¥4% Which case he shall be im- sent, to tra 
mediately called to order by thyg Moderator. 4.4 | deem necess 
41. No person shall speak aa han, twice to the same sip! 8. The A 
ject, without leave of thd Moc iG aS {| 4 or place the: 
12. No brother shall| finall 2 Bpart ftom |\the conference - 9, The A 
without leave of the Assdciatio ie . lt 1} 4 
13. The Moderator shall hee Fhe liberty of speaking to,” | 
any quéstion that may he debat@# {provided the chair be pre: 
viousty filled ;) and to have the 3 ilege of voting, oly when 
the Association, is equally diviid Mae pe, CTSA 


14. ‘The names of the |delegdges 


Olerk, and called over a often ta 












ae. 


15. We think it absolutely nfs 








~~ 


r? ar ees ae 
t , ‘ / “4 $ a 


| a a a 
tion Fund, for defraying the expences of the same—for the ‘ 
raising and supporting of which, we think it the daty of eaich 
church in the union, to Contribute such sums as they may deed 
proper and send by the hands oftheir delete ta the Assow * 
agra and the money thus contributed by the churches, shall 

deposited in the hands of a Treasurer, by the Association. 


pointed ; who shall be accountable to. the Association, 
pl mis by him receivedy and paid out adlerdide to the di- 
_rection of the same. + , ‘ fi: 
46. The Minutes pf the Association shall be read, (and cor- 
rectetl if necessary,) and signed by the Moderator and Clerk, 
- before the Association rises. oe o |! 


| THE POWERS OF THE ASSOCLATION. 


_ |4. ET shall be the business of this,Association, to provide 
‘for the general union of the churches. ada 
2. To keep up a friendly correspondence, . (when conveni- 
ent,) with those Associations of the same faith and order. | 

3. This Association shall have no power, to. Lord it over 
God's heritage, nor infringe upon any of the internal rights of 
the ghurches, . Bebo T cape sb PSS 

4. It shall be the duty of this Association to give thé churches 

_ the best advice in their power in difficult matters—to enquire 
into any difficulties which may exist between sister churches, 
and remove them if possible, 

‘ \ 5. To admit any of the brethren in the ministry as assistants, 
but not to give them the privilege of voting. 

6. This Association’shall have power to withdraw from any 
church in the union, who may be: unsound in principle, or, im- 
moral in practice, until reclaimed. , sae eee 
_ 7. 'To appoint any person or persons, by and with their con- 
sent, to transact any business, which 'the Association may 

_ deem necessary. ! hens Y 

8. The Association shall have power to adjoura to any time 
or place they’ may. think most proper. ; 1 

9 | The Association shall be opened, and closed with prayer. 
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ON THE FIRST DAY OF SEPTEMBBR, 102, 
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W. King, 
Clerk, to re 
9th. Th 
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SATURDAY, 4st September, 1821. - 


A 


‘gst. Brother Norvell Robertson, accordi ly to sppoi ‘| 
reached the introductory sermon, from’ Pe. Ox. ne 
ord hath sworn, and will not repent, thou art a Priest forever, 
after the order. of Melchezidec, ” Heron aed 

2d, Brother Dayis Collins opened the Association with singing’ 


and prayer. . y. 
1 itead the letters from the Churches, and enrolled the 
names of their delegates, se tai tthe | tase : 
4th. Chose brother Davis Collins, Moderator, and brother 
Shadrach King, Clerk. : fg Wa Mel tale 
Sth. Invited the'ministering brethren present, not delegated, to. 
take seats with us, and assist in the transaction pf business... 
6th. Two. churches, Mount Moriah, ind’ Habese, petitioned 
by letter and delegates to becomé members of our body; and, fall 
satisfaction being obtained, they were received by the right hand 
of fellowship. 
7th. Appointed brother Davis Collins to write the correspond- 
__ ing letters to the Meer ‘Union, and Bigby, Associations: - 
8th. At.the request of the writer of the Circular Letter, a com- 
mittee was appointed, consisting of the author, the brethren Geo. 
W. King, and Thomas Willingham, with the Moderator and. 
Clerk, to revise the Circular and arrange the business for Monday. 
9h. The. Moderator prayed, and the Association adjourned - 
until Monday at half past nine o’clock, A. M. . 
‘The Lord’s day was devoted to public exercise of solemn devo- 
tion, and three sermons delivered, by the brethren, Lawrence 
Scarborough, Shadrach King, and Geo, W. King, to a large, se- 
rious, and solemn, congregation, — é Pe 


MONDAY, 3a. September, 1821. 


| 


v 


? 


Met agreeably to adjournment... | 

Brother Moderator prayed. | eink lt 

40th. Read the Rules of Decorum for the government of this , 
Association. | vs : 

11th. The committee of revisjon and arrangement made their 
report, which was. unanimously received. — ¢ 


{2th. Received an Address, together with the “Seventh Annual’ ‘\i ae | 


Report, of the Board of Managers of the General Convention of | 

ithe Baptist Denomination, in the United States, for Fore 8- | 

sions, and other important objects, relative to the . eomer’s \ 

Kingdom, ” Read the Address, and appointed brother Geo. Ww. 

Alng, our Corresponding Secretary with the said Board. | 
48th. iesknal: That this Association express their high gras.» 
fication in the sdvaneetie ent of the Redeemer’s Kingdom, |4t 
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3) este 
_... SATURDAY, 4st September, 4824, - 


ist. Brother Norvell Robertson, ‘accordingly to 4ppointm 
reached the introductory sermon, from Psa, CX. 4. ‘The 
Ford hath sworn, and will not repent, thou art a Priest ver, 
after the order of Melchezidee, 7’ ; Pek lee 
2d. Brother Dayis Collins opened the Association with singing‘ 
and prayer. Le ee eg Ct hart 
3d. ead the letters fromr the Churches, and enrolled the 
names of their delegates, Gt 
4th. Chose, brother Davis Collins, Moderator, and brother: 
. Shadrach King, Clerk. dis eit, it 
_ Sth. Invited the ministering brethren present, not delegated, to | 
dake seats with us, and assist in the transaction of business, - > | 
6th. Two churches, Mount Moriah, and Hebron, petitioned: . 
by letter and delegates to become members of our body; and, full’ | 
satisfaction being obtained, they were received by the right hand 
of fellowship, . | al 
7th. Appointed brother Davis Collins to write the cotrespond- 
ing letters to the Mississippi, Union, and Bigby, Associations. . 
Sth. At the request of the writer of the Circular Letter, a com- 
mittee was appointed, consisting of the author, the brethren Geo. * | 
Ww. King, and Thomas Willingham, ‘with the Moderator and 
~ Clerk, torevise the Circular and arrange the business for Monday. 
th. The Moderator prayed, ‘and the Association adjourned 
until Monday; at half past nine o’clock, A. M. - eat: 
The Lord’s day was deyoted to. public exercise of ar devo- 


a 


tion, and three sermons deliyered, by the brethren, Lawrence § 
Scarborough, Shadrach King, and Geo, W. King, to . 
rious, and solemn, congregation. - 


MONDAY, 3d. September, 1821. 


a agreeably to adjournment. 
ther Moderator prayed, Mh fi 
40th. Read the Rules of Decorum for the government of this 
Association... Va eek? 87} 

- 41th. The committee of revision and arrangement made their 
report, which was unanimously received. - , 
12th. Received an Address, together with the “Seventh Annual 
ae of the Board of Managers: of the General Convention of 
the Baptist Denomination, in the United States, for Foreign Mis. _ 
sions, and other“important objects, relative to the Redeemer’s | 

Kingdom. ” Read-the Address, and appointed brother Geo. W.” | 
abe Corresponding Becrojarg with the sald Board. ase: 
4 Resolved, That this Association express their high gra- 
ification in the advancement of the Redeemer’s , King : 


large, se- 
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| tinent ; and humbly: 


overturn, and overturn,” all ig 
“till HE shall come whosa righ 
14th. This:Association have 


mournful tidings of the death o 
, vineyard of our Lord—the Rey 


this 3 and the Rey. Micaj 


the State of Georgia. They 


,) works, and their departute wa 
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comfort, and joyful assurance 
can alone desrire Poe 

15th. Agreed, to recommend ¢ 
the first day of January next, as 


prayer to Almighty God fora ré 


the diffusion of Gospel light th 
‘+ 46th. Took into considerati 
Church:— ° 

Query. “What course should 
cation is made for fellowship, by | 


of a sister church in a distant stat 


communicated ; but since believe 
pentafice’ and healed his backslid] 

“Ayswer. We recomme ad, in} 
be instructed to obtain a lelice of 


. Which he'formerly belonged, i 


: ; > 


ey 
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» second Lord’s da 


Letter for eh. 
22d.‘ Appointed brother Nathalie 


let the church to whom the 


ing Associations; and ap 
gers to bear them, viz. 4 
the Mississippi, Absalom arpe 
sociations. . 

19th. Resolved, That 


e con 
Associations to be Communion set 


20th. A pointed the next Ags 
Church, Pike County, to commen 
in September | 
21st. Appointe 
the next year. 


"tory sermon for the next Associati 
_ ther Davis Collins.: | 


23d. Resolved, That we | have | 
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Bf 


contingent expences. 


th ss 


Kt naan d 


nion, and Davis Collins, and Joke 


brother Shadrj 


} 
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SHE may overturn, and 
¥¥ «ce, superstition and idolatry, 
+} tz to reign.” 
g Announce to the Churches, the 
BLS two faithful laborers in the 


Wem. Cooper, late Moderator of 


Skealgium an emigrant from 

gboth full of years and good 
be ked with that resignation, 
Jig Which the religion of Jesus 
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ey of humiliation, fasting and 
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mout the world. ( 
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' | To attain that desirable end we shal 


dey; because, thereby peace, ha 
are cultivated and preserved in governments, neighbor: — 


| | Ce | red ie 
25th.. Appointed the clerk to superintend the printing and dis 


26th. Ordered, That the clerk have 15 dollars for his services. 


 Htation, singing, and ee. ‘ 
a6 f Signed by order of the, Association. 

a ai AVIS ‘COLLINS, Modr, 

* SHADRACH KING, Clk: 


ak 4 


CIRGULAR LETTER. 


The Ministers and®Messengers, composing the Pe tl Riveg 


Bevoyep Breruren,; \ 1h 
t 

IN addressing you through the medium of a Circular Letier, 
we would make choice of such subjects ‘as are best calculated to 
instruct, edify, ‘and promote your eptritual growth in grace,— 

| address you, at present, on 
the important subject.of good works. EPS ie 
We are. apprehensive that many erroneous ideas prevail 


detect those errors, and to illustrate the nature and design of good 
Works, are the principal objects of this Oircular Address. + 

It cannot be expected that our limits will admit of @ minule in. 
‘Vestigation of the subject. We shall therefore, call your atten- 
tion to some of the most prominent points respecting those good 
works in particular which are ofa religious character, | 

It cannot be denied, but, that it is thé indispensible duty of all, 
Whether saint or sinner, to perform good works; because no 
change has taken place in the law that imposed the obligation on 
man in his original rectitude, There are likewise, many thin 
which are in the power of all to perform, and which all are bound 
to perform, by those moral ties, that bind t n 
general family, and which are good and profitable in‘their tenden- 
iy, order, and a good under- 





hoods, amilies, &¢. But man in his natural state, ane 
thing that i in the sigh 
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ribution of 500 copies of these Minutes ; and that he draw onthe: | | 
reasurer for the amount to defray the expence of said printing... 


27th. The Moderator adjourned the Association, with exhor 


Baptist Association, convened at Ebepezer Churcli, on faturday _. 


the first day of September, 4821, to the Churches they represent,» 
 Peend christian salutation, , - ! at 


‘amongst men, on this important article of the christian faith ;>—to . 


1 mankind together as one 


Wess 
ee 
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‘ and «without ith it is impos 1 to, please him,” Our blessed’ shark of jus' 
ot ene illustrates this 7a by the figure of a fruit tree: [holy lawgive 
- . Matthew XITI.;33. . er magy ithe tree good and his fruit }but the per 
good ; or else make the tre mgt and his fruit corrupt ; for points out th 
the tree is known by his frqit,” Ryan has-become “ carnal mind- | who has -ma 
ed, Which is enmity against Goat and “is not subject to his |which he c 
law,” which requires all|our w@ts to be performed with a view | which, whe 
to the glory of God. T Buia! man cannot do ; because, |iaw for righ 
ire, his fruit must, of conse- the sinner fr 
$ man has become earthly- | hess which t 
its of the earth, though he | afer the rig 
Ming, meritorious in his good gospel recog 
a yet never considers ths Ai Pi, <a foal ret a em i 
imself. or his works, eat 
is elk plessed with Sad aah gary ay one oe gan o 
In order, therefore, that a sinif#3 itlay be; iti & situation | Lm *UACe. 
to perform’ good works, alchang§fuigt be eplected. «The ties | Uf bat un 
must be made good.”? Man mustife hade a new creature —Thi shall not ha 
is the work of God.~—It js wraki by a power eqinal to that Greature, he 
which created the world. |The Aipsfle, addressing the saints at «AEM & 
Ephesus, writes thus : “Not of 4 lest any man should boast; solicitous t¢ 
_ for we are his workmanshyp, cre hd in Christ Jesus, unto good how, 18 not 
aves me et hath bef F ained et re-apeeld walk co at = 
‘ . 9310. see, in t 
eee under consideraf fn, is described in the light of from lave to 
a creation—the workmanship offjim who created all things by tion, and (a: 
Jesus Christ ; and this ionbgust nec sarily bear an ana; | God as his | 
logy to the creation of th iv@ae. We likewise Jearn from: | “ent and Lo 
the history of that event, givenfey Moses, that the Word of ||" the name 
Se wu one copier big all ent eonens Ao 
Saas he Apts Pc aaah 1 epee ke | tw 
Se ped ce gpa cep 
7 hs rever. ‘ 
Prior to:this work the sinner $3 dead, as to spiritual things. | 
and all the works he performs am Head works, a thus he = 
ne ay gos 4 — = ony part whe is the life of every | 
> m ‘ ife : 
power . given him of his ; atherg ive bleradl Wiis toeoruent 
. ’ : . i 
Hol} Spirit the third perbon nf biplonces Price echo | aaa 
, SP itual dhinen of whichhhey 2 pgree, into the Lnowledge of | joint 
Waieohe toratice, whichidh [Mere ts lrntysctoe 





: ,.and convinces them o 


es wr Er t re 
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blessed shart of justifyi ig them in the sight of an infinitely pure and! 
it tree: |ioly lawgiver, who will accept of nothing from his creatures, 
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Ayes 


; 
ts 


is fruit |but the perfection of holiness. In this extremity the por Lt 


t : for [points out the way of salvation, through the obedience o 


mind. who has magnified the law, by presenting a righteousness’ - 


‘to his [which he completed when HE arose from the dead; and |. 


a view |which, when imputed to asinner is . “the fulfilling of the. 


ecause, [jaw for righteousness.” This. view of the atonement weans |. 


conse- ihe sinner from all hopes of justification by works of righteous- 
arthly- [ress which he can do, and sets him to hungering and thirs 


ugh he | afer the righteousness of Christ. In this frame of soul, the |, 


; gospel recognizes him as the character to whom the promises 
sight of | remade 3 and, at the time appointed by infinite wisdom, he is 
ce, for | enabled, by faith, to appropridte to himself, the blessings of 


@ Ged | salvation, offered in the gospel to such characters, which makes » 


. | him rejoice in hope of eternal life. He is.no longer under the 
wp law, but under grace, and therefore, lias the promise that gin. 
€ tree | shall not have dominion over him. Thus, being made anew 


to (nae HIM that loved him, and whom he loves in return, and is - 

boast:'.| Slicitous to know what he will have him to do. His inquiry 

‘o good now, .is not, “ What. shall Ido that. I may be worthy; ” but, 
“What shall I render oto the Lord forall his benefits.‘ He 


oe now peoxne his services from motives of obedience, flowing 
ieht of | tom love to God and man. He has received the spirit of adop- 
was tion, and (as:far as his proportion of faith will admit) he claims 


|| God as his Father, and desires to approve himself as an obe- 
| | dient and loving child. All he does in the way of obedience, is 
ined af. in the name of the Lord Jesus, through ‘whom he hopes that 
himself and his works will be accepted before the throne of God. 
> }f All his petitions, thanksgivings, and acknowledgments, are of- 
nploy- | nap vines 
fered up through Christ ; and he looks for all necessary bless-_ 
by the |] 8S flow down to him through the same channel. ht 
ded Thus, dear brethren, having given a brief description of the 
things, | nature of good works, and of the change that is necessary to 
he re- place f sinner. in a-situation to perform them, we shall propose 
‘every || 4 few things with respect to the design of them, : 
e; for .| We have ‘sufficiently shewn, in the preceding remarks, that 
smany ; | the design of good works is not to justify or recommend a sinner 
ofthe ne vor of God; but still itis presumed, that the Sovereign — 
whom J Judge! of all the earth, had an important end designed in en- ; 





dge of {| Joming them both,under the law and under the gospel. Itis, 
mong: . | 8enerally admitted, that the end which/the Allwise Creator ae fae 1): | 


d spi- } Mview in creating man, was, that he might glorify him on t 
ose ol | Sag hich he. was destined. to be py. Fete was 10.09 


creature, he feels himself under obligation to promote the glory | 
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> inasmuch as the omnipotent C 
his designs. ‘This appears to 





















ience, he also came short of f- 

‘pessity of being created anew, § ¢ 
jtor would not be defeated it oj 
ora the designed object 






0 others. 
lnteed 
hen he had 
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\ which the Creator had j and althose, who are “ renewed in that ye bear n 

i the spirit of their minds,?’ recgy% a correspondent disposition, § ciples.” W' 
a so faras their limited capacities will admit. “'The free is made disciples, but 
|... geod,” and, therefore, jcapabli-aof bringing forth good fruit. File James me 
ie “ Herein is my: Father gle a’ says Jesus, “ that.ye bear | Raaab were 
ha much fruit.” \ As they are the &Mdren of light, they are desi« ff were in posse 


rous of walking as the children ¥3 ight, that the light that is in 
4 them may so shine, that hot onl ie emselves but others also may 
glorify their Heavenly Father.£¥t isan honor toa man when 
e has executed any. pigce of Ki (that it is. génerally approv- 
ed; even so, also, it is}an hon§iiéMo,God; when his ‘children, 


mise, 

A ther d 
have in view, 
social creatu 
































cording to hi 

whom he has “ begottefagai a'lively hope, ? so conduct § Yal. | Hence 

ie themselves, as to make it manif@si that they are his workman- eerie 
| ship as new creatures. Wekn ie of no other way how this can | sre of the, h 










be effected, but, by 2 conscious 
All good works are founded in 


ment is charit 


edience to his revealed will. 4‘ gherveie 
manifest itse 


Hevelation ;\ and the propriety 


































i of them is determined by the w#fW of God, and not by the mo- ‘and fn tong 
rl tives from which they a perfomtd. “The Scriptures of the J BY re: fed, 

st Old and New: Testaments ar@Msufficient role of faith and | thesick are \ 

practice,” is an article that is fijerted in all our Confessions’ and humanity 

of Faith, and Church Covenan it It is of importance, there-: we see, that 

fore, that every one who has named the name of Christ, should good works 

be assiduously cngnged in search| ¢the Scriptures, that he ma Nore own e} 

know what the Lord hath regiiteed of him in order to glori y his : ie a 

HIM ; for if we er thing te ‘hich the word of Got does eee 

# not require of us, HE mhy justiyMlemand, “Who hath requi- in somes 

red this at an cal Mofttiver, the sincerity of our in- < a tin 

tentions will futnish us with no eméuse, that will be admitted. bes ee ia hae 

fore his tribunal ; for we make nd@gpubt, but that the worshipers j iy ati 

of Baal. in Elijah’s day, were and Fhe worshipers of Juggernaut as Othriatis J 

; mourday, are, as sincere in thée tidolatrous and superstitious - ‘duties ‘of oft 

worshipasany of our modern zeal for works of supererogation. # }j me, 























Another important, th 

_. Is, that they, serve as evi 

- justified’ by faith; and it 
heh aith, except he c 

Faith and good works a 


cer hin good. works, § 
B Our justification. _We are’ 
Ora man to pretend that he 
P mizgood works to prove it 
bly connected together; be-, 
cause the latter is the fruit o Rirmer, and the fruit is never 


darren. God’s people are descigiged inthis word tobe a pecu: ° 
| Kar peo " nielend af gol pork Rand when we walk in all holy 
i vhedtence to the revealed will of Hy, we are in. possession of one 






























pus state, both to oursel 
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4 gad tp-others. « By this shall all men know that ye are my: digs 
ted ih: - indeed, whe oh have love one to another.” And ovr arid 
object f when he had said,” ohn XV. 8, Herein is my Father Slorizicd, 
ved in § that ye bear much fruit,” likewise added,“ So ¢ all ye be my ('¢- 
sition, B ciples. ’. We do not think that bearing much fruit makes us }.. 
made f disciples, but proves us to’be such. ‘This is also what the Apos-., 
Sruit. [ile James means, when he says that Abraham, and the har.ot 
> bear § Radab were justified by wo ‘Ks: their works proved that. they 
: desi« § were jin possession of that faith which secured to them the pro- 

is i ise, | 
; thd i ther design, which the fruits of faith, or good wofls, 
when ff have in view, is, their profitablenesrto others. Ww e weré fore <4 
»prov- § social, creatures, and every one is hound to contribute his part)» ¢- 
Idren, | cording to his ability, to pnreeet the happiness of society in give 
nduct | Yale | Hence the reasonableness of-that Injunction: “ As we } te 
‘man- § opportunity, ‘let us do good to all inen, especially to. them that 
is can § are Of the, household of faith, ” “The entl of the comman i- 
will, | ment is charity out of a pure heart 3? and if it be genuine, it will 
priety manifest itself “indeed and in truth,” ‘as: welll as “ in word 
e mo- | ad in tongue.” The consequences of which are, the bun- 
of the | Sty are fed, the naked are clothed, the stranger ‘is/entertained, 
_ and | the sick are visited, and whatsoever the principles ‘of benevolence 
sions 24 humanity may suggest, is scrupulously observed ; and,. aay 
here. BpWe see, thattrue faith worketh by love. The profitableness 0 
hould Y 8°04 works will appear the more obvious, when we appeal to 
oa our/own experience, founded yon fact. .When you see a man 
lor’ that is called a brother, negligent, slothful im business, remis . it 
d 4 his attendance on the duties of religion, shutting up his bowels of 7 
orn compassicn towards the poor and distressed, close and niggardly. 
“9! 4 in contributing to the support of the gospel, &c. he stands low in- 
rt F your beteem, ‘Mad fellowship as a brother,‘ and: serious doubts are 
d. be excited relative to his Sracious stite.. Whereas, on the othér 

d, when you see a brother live up to his dignified character 

4s #christian, by his diligent and unremitting aitention to the 
; duties ‘of religion, both in ublic and in private ; when you see 
Mion Bhim ready to alleviate the Jotreasia of the needy and“afilicted 5 
orks, 9 When you see him manifest a willingness to contribute his part in 
e are’ | Proportion to the means he possesses, to the support of the gos- 
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tious - 


the ff pely &. he stands high in your fellowship and affections, and 
it. ‘te are wont to set him w: as a. standard of piety and-goodness. . 
be- 
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J |S 8edly example, likewise, las an influence on your conduct, to 
ever § Povake you to love and to good works, These things, dear 
ecu- F Prthren, we woul impress on your minds, and exhort you to 
holy | “ound in the work of the Lord, as you know that youl labor é 





fone Ff’ be in vain in the Lord. , 
ves | DAVIS COLLINS, Moderator, 
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MINUTES © 


‘Wh || “" tO'*" OF THe 
4 


| Pearl River Baptiat Association. 


= 


Saturday, 7th. September, 1822,.. 
‘at, ‘Brother Morris prs the introductory. 


sermon, from I Cor. vi, clause of the 19 and 
20. verses, <« @ are not your own; for ye are 


ie with a price Sith ts glorify God 1 in your 


ay; and ee h are God’s.” 
Brother a LINS opened ‘the Association 
with singing and prayer. 

‘8rd. hat the stlecd from the Churches, nin- 
uled their state, and enrolled the names, of their. 
delegates, 

4th: Chose brother Co.uins, Moderator, | and 
brother S$, ‘Krwa, Clerk. 

Sth. Received letters from correspondin Asso- 
cistions, viz: from the Mississippi, letter by their 3 
messengers, Saver MARSH and Asa Mercer; | 
from the Union, a letter and. seventeen copies of | 
their Minutes, by their messenger, Lawrence | 
' Scar ‘BOROUGHS and from. the wJetter aud | ” 
twenty co we ‘y their Minutes messengers 


T to a | 
arat an Address from The’ Board — 


| Sona ra of the General Convention of the’ 
jenomesnation in the United. States for 
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pe | 
Hie . 
ne : a _ : 12th. 
i a » “Foreign Missions,” SBgvhich communicated the iment my 
Jia S) pleasing intelligence of fg many openings in Pro- { , they ve 
te & vidence for the, spread Rigthe gospel, and the suc-. | 13th 
a cess attending their Jal Pes To manitest our friends | —S. Kane 
4 bh ai, ly views respecting the ar ects of ile said Board, 44th, 
1 a; > brother Grorbe W. KG ea is appoinied our Stated | * ‘Letter, | 
as Corresponding Se ccreltgy MW ith them, until further | .@. f 45th, 
ng arrangements are ma dea I? ‘Uthe Afri 
if ies ; ith. Appointed brofr Couns to wrile the | it was 
; letter to correspondingg A cociations.. |) Hesal 
’ Sth, Brethren Rowgepsox, C. W. -Kixe and | Clevelar 
Tuicren, with the Mof@rarox and Overs, were | Jnittee to 
appointed a committee {MH revise tha ( ireular, and | | bearings 
arrange the business f¢#Monday. fe in deprit 
9th. -Brother Move} of priyetl, and adjourn- | | «and to | 
7 e Association to te ay. 9 o’clock, A. M. 1 f  ¢ stances 1 
e New Chapel G¥irch appointed the breth- “ | » Resol' 
Ot Bear ren Mencer,| Mansi ¥a ‘Coxiiys to preach on | vis Cot 
| | the Sabbath, \who, in & vat ‘order of their names, and Har 
preached to large ffl \attentive congregation; to memo 
¢ and brother G. W. i tlosed | the/ meeting with — |; behalf o! 
-\ exhortation, prayer a@ praises. So interesting 4 much of 
were the subj ts of di#ission, such were the en- churches 
ergy, convictive argunggats, and zeal of the minis- the said « 
ters, and such was théffect that appeared in the ‘ “next sess 
congregation, that, wegpe grod was done. To ) Resale 
Gop atone ” THE PIERS a | Mississiy 
unite wit! 
| 3 E ( the repea 
frican ¢ 
é Mohd, 90 ey pamber, 1822, ’ 46th. 
: ine, 8. 
Met and  procested : siness as follows: pointed n 
Brother Marsh pragd, iz: sister As 
_ «10th. Tavited minis§#ang brethren, not delegal: “Mississi 
* ed, to seats, and to ai a business, huch, A 
1tth. the Aries of Faith, Rules of De- | is Lord 
rw and, Gospel G 


wer, of this. Association, 


i 








' 
| 
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12th. The commitiee of revision and arrange-- 
ment made-their report, which was received, and 
they were discharged. : do8 nti 
13th, The Circular Letter prepared:by brother 
S. Kine was read, and unanimously adopted. 
4th, itead and adopted: the. Corresponding 
Letter, preptred by: brother Coutins. ¥, 
| 45th, ‘Took into consideration the petition from > 
Fhe African Church, and, after. due deliberation, . 
it was } , ay le. ig 
Hesalved, ‘That the brethren S. Kixa,, David \e 
Cleveland and A. Harper be appointed a com- 
4nittee to visit the said churcli, inquire into all the 
bearings which @ late law of this state has on them - 
in deprivihg- them ef their religious privileges, | 
and to give them such adyicé as their circam- | 
(stances may require. And, 9,» fe 
| Resolted unanimously, ‘That the brethren D.- 
(vis Coiur uADRACH King, Georce W. Kine, . | i 
and Harmon Runnels, be appointed a committee || °- 
to memorialize the Legislature of this State, in | vs 
behalf of this Association, for the repeal of so | 
much of the said law, as deprives our African i ) * 
churches of their religious privileges; and that | 
the said committee wait on the legistatare at their ' 
’ yhext session with the said memorial. Also, | 
? _ Resolved unanimously, That we reqyest the 
Mississippi, and Union Baptist Associations to 
unite with us in meinorializing the legislature for 
( the repeal of so much of aid law as affects our. 
(African churches. i pee ie Ate 
16th. Agreed, that brethren Coitixs, G. W. . 
Kine, 8. Kune,. Cleveland and Runnels, be aps : 
pointed messengers to meet the messengers of the 
sister Associations, at the annual meeting of the 
1. “Mississippi Missionary Society,” at Zion Hilk | 
f nes Amite County, on the Saturday before the “ 
t Lord’s day in July, 1823. , , 


' 





~ 
‘ 
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“introductory sermon at our next session; and in 


vase of failure, brother G. W. Kine. . 
- 25th. The next Association to convene at the 


' meeting house of. Providence Church, Marion’ 


County, on the Saturday before the: second Sab- 
bath in September, 1823. \ 

i Appointed brother Coxtins to'superintend 
the printing and distribution of seven hundred | 
copies of these Minutes; and lie is authorized to 
draw on the treasury to defray the expense: | 

27th. Ordered, That brethren Coruims/and S, | 
Kina, receive ten dollars each for their services. 

28th. Collected eighty four dollars and twenty 
five cents ag the contribution of thé churches. __ 

29th. The Churches are requested to state in 


their letters to the next Association, their regular 


times of holding church meetings. 
30th. After admonition, encouragement and 
consolation addressed to the members of this body. 
by the Moderator, the Association was commend- 
dl to ae eee pr and adjourned. |. 
, order of t Associatio ion. | 
en, DAVE COLLINS, Mod’r. 
SHADRACH KING, Clerk, 
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and while we con- 


temned their pursui itied their folly. We 






to think, that we. 
€, @ smooth sea, 








whose ways are 


farms of winter have howl- 
) feaend we have cried in an- 
guish, “deep calleth t@e at the noise of thy wa- 


ter-spoutss all thy we vg dud billo 





-. “Watch 
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"the night 
there; a 
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cannot b 
hand, an 
soul we | 
might fir 
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denly a 
sky, the | 
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into our | 
Lord!!! 
~ Passin 
suming t] 
same 
quicksan 
are beclo 
with: con 
Might?” 
and areth 
ger appre 
Alert, and 
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us.” Although we are reail often to say} << 
~ where is thy fore. loving HS 

forcibly, that it is qur sins that have caused 
hide his face from us: and turning aside « 
footsteps of the flock,” we .ask -with anwi 
_ “Watchmen, what of the night?” | Receiv 
- answer from the drowsy wat man, we ask aga‘n, 
“Watchmen, what of the night?” . And ls 
~ ble indeed is our case, if the sluggish waic an, 
scarcely roused from his somnial, reams, i 
nitely replies, “the mornin cometh, and sooth 
’ the night”? We go forwards, but our Loril is not 
there; and backwards, but we, cannot. eive 
him; on‘our left hand, where he Yoth work, but we 
cannot behold him; he hideth himself on t right 








hand, and we cannot see hkim;’? and in anghish of 
soul we exclaim, “Q, that we knew where wa | 
might find him/!”? z a a} 

When all our dependence fails, our strength ie 


gone, the wind ‘is boisterous, the waves tumulta- 
ous, our Compass lost, our canvass top-heavy, oar 
rudder broken; and we, in impervious darkness, 
are driven at the mercy of: the storm-+-then sud- 
denly a star arises in the eastern portal of the 
sky, the tempest is past, the day dawns, we are in. 
ken of the port, the sun of ‘righteousness shines 
roo hearts, and we rejoice in the light of the 

. aa ' 

"Passing through many such scenes, and pre- 
suming that you sail down the same streams, pase 
the same shoals, escape the same whirlpools and 
quicksands, are driven by the same tempests, and é 
are beclouded with the same darkness, we ask you 
with condolence and sympathy, “What q the 


} 
} 


tight?” - Do your watchmen give you the | 
and are they vigilant and active when they see an ! ‘ 
ger approaching? Do your ministers appear on the 
alert, and cry the alarm, when they discover a rock . 





ii 

not learned, that the Lord is the priest’s portiou#..~ 
«“W hea we enter the sacred desk, is it with fervent _ 
desire to benefit the souls of our hearers? Or does 
pride prompt us to apy our ingenuity, talents, 
powers of reasoning, &c? Do we not frequently, 
alas! frequently, preach the gospel without a gos- - 
pel spirit? If a stranger to our religion were to 

ear many of our sermons, would he not be more 
ready to suppose us to be the disciples of a Sene- 
ea, or an Epictitus, a Locke or a Saurin, than the 
despised followers of the crucified Jesus? Is the of- 
fence of the:Cross ceased? and is it not because 6° 
little of its doctrines are preached? In these trying 
times, do we find that promise fulfilled, that “he 
that watereth, shall be watered also Lh it 
entreating poor sinners te be reconciled to God, do 


we address them with a languor or deadness that . 
betrays that our whole hearts are not engaged for - 


them? Do we not sometimes draw wrong conclu- 
sions from gospel truths, and almost making ex- 
cuses. for them, settle them in the most statein 
which they can be, this side of Eternal Ruin? 
Ought we uot rather to thunder the law upon them 
for conviction, the gospel ‘for encogragement, and 
the precious promises for consolation, not regard- 
ing their inability, which arises from non-conform- 
ity to the will of God, and prostitution to the ser- 
Vice of Satan; and therefore renders. their neglect 
the more criminal? Watchmen, what of the 
night?” th Oy Py any | 
“For my part (says a flaming, ‘zealous, and in- 
defatigable minister of the gospel,) as I am asham: 
ed of my own dull and éarcless heart, and of my 
slothful and dnprofitable course of life, so the Lord 
knows, LE am ashamed of every sermon that 1° 
preach: when I think what I am, and who sent ° 
me, and how much the salvation of méu is concern- 
ed init, L am made to tremble, lest God‘ shoulé 
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- and you may ¢ 
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judge mo to be a slig&ifee of his truth and the souls. 
of men, and lest in. Pest sermon, I should be. 
guilty of their bloc i ethinks that we should . 
Hot speak a word to%Xe in matters of such conse- 
quence, without tear ie the greatest earnestness 
that we possibly car Neu cre we not too much ‘guil- 
oo _the sig which eruteprove, it would be so. 
‘Whether we were alg i or in company, our busi- 
ness, and such a 6 egaess, should be still in our 
minds, and jas befor#sur eyes; and we should 
Sooner forget any thi®j}than this.” 

We know, brethre¥ aliat it is notlin our power 
always to feel the di Hf influence in our ministra- 
tions; but, i belieg 
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the word of truth! B ag inex le and stiff 
necked is our condagerilien we 
own subjects, make ¢ ie 
our.own might, and thExne 
uponit? It wou d be eq Gai y 
to live without life, or % 
pleasures of an/ Angel 
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Father clothe you from his Leun‘y. and fee? you 


“out of bis hand of benevolence? 2our God is love, ° 


jand you are the peculiar objects of his care. © In 
‘him are'treasured all temporal’ and spiritual bles- 
sings; aid while in the faithful discharge of your” 

sjduty, “your bread shall be sure, dud your water 
shalt pot fail.” { 

Dearly beloved and longed. for, brethren of the 

churches generally, “the night is far spent, the day 
isat hand.” We hail the omen’ of a revival in 
many of ourchurches; and the exhilarating thought 
‘animates.ns, that itis already commenced in He- 
‘hron, Bethany, and Silver Creek, east of Pearl 
river. We indulge the pleasing hops, that we shall 
yet see joyful seasons, and that the: time, the set 
time. to favor Zion, has xt length arrived. “The 
mourning of the turtle dove proclaims the a pproach 
of spring.” Will you not then be itreated. by 
ie goodness of God, by the desire which you have 
foe the salvation of poor sinners, “hy all that is sa- 
cred and all that is dear to yoo,” to attend more 
strictly to’ your ’private as well as social de- 
yotion? Will you unfeelingly withhold your chris- 
tian supplications and: temporal means from your 
ministers, while (hey’are toiling in the harvest of 
the Lord? No, brethren, we are persuaded better 
things of you; and things which pertain, to salva-_ 
tion. Be Jitigent and persevering in these things, 
and you shall soon see the blooms ofa joyful har- 
vest. z 6 i 

_ As yet’tisnight, darkbightthe opralee eye isfix- 

‘ed onthe stars twinkling “in theawfalgepth” only 


to preserve the soul steady and cellectéd in its devo- 
tionto the Triune God, ‘who re-affirmeth from eter- 
nity to eternity” my glory wil! I not give toancther. 


But when we shall burst the hands of mortality, 
and spring into ihe dlay-light of eternal glory, we 
_ shall join the redeemed company of all the sanctt- 
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Antioch, Marion, - - - - James 'Hicren, Alfred G. Moore, 
Pearl River, Lawrence, - ~ - |Williatn Mullen, Wylie White, 
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Smapnaca Kino, Jor. Harvy, 
.|Richard Forri;t, John Beesley, 


New-Chapel, Pike, - -. ~*~ \lAbsaton Harper; Moses Bridges,* 


, = — James Marner, asa Stringer, 
Creek, Marion, pose mith, Dilla atheree, 
chitto, Pike, -- alter Jacob,* Henzy Bond, 
ilver Creek, Lawrence —+ > |William Nall, Wiliam Eakine, 

Bulab, Lawrence, : 

Friendship, Pike, - ~ Zachariab Reeves, Samuel Cubstead, 
Sweet Water, Perry, ~ Aga Crapick,) Mathew Grantham, 
alabala, Perry, - —~ — — ~— \Jesse Scrivener, Joho Moffett,. . 

idence, Marion, -..- - ~\Noaver Rosearson, James C. Steele. 

Rie FM, ae teh me ed ek yeti) nig einai 
Penticost, Bainbridge, + + = [Thomas Watts, Briton Bridges, 
Bethany, Lawrence, - — = =— |Levi Noble, James Baggett, 

_-— =— =, —Vomw PY Martin, Davis Coxtrs, ’ 
ames Batrey, Christian Furr,* | 
dranbery Blunt.** —_—_ — 

William Morris, Adam Brinson, it 
AMES Saks obs Futch, 
nanors Warxtr.* James Murray, 

- - =.= |Hesay CHamsens, —— —. “. 

= =~. James Burn, a Hodges, ; 
~ |Simeow Mercer. Jobn Smith,* | 


of the Mount Nebo Church, is put down as it was last year. 
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MINUTES, & 


| Saturday, V1 o'clock, September 13, 1823. 
°0 } 


1. The introductory sermon was delivered by brother Col- 
ins, from Hebrews xi. 6. “But without faith’ it is impossible to 
please HIM.” | Ei ay We 

2. Brother Morris oprned the Association by prayer. 

3. Read the letters from the Churches, en d the names 
of the deli tes, and minuted their state. | 
5 4. Béther Collins was chosen Moderator, and brother S 

ing, ¢ hie we he | 

5 Bro r David Caoper, the ‘messenger from the Missis- 
sippi Association, and the migistering brethren present, not 
deligated, were scligs > Meee, and their aid solicited. = 
. “6. Appointed the brethren, Cooper. Thigpen and Morris, 
with the Moderater and 'Clerk to revise the Cireular and ar- 
range thé business of the Sessiqp. - — 


7. TheProvidence Ghureh, appointed the brethren S. King, 
eh ap g 


Cobper. and. Collins, to preach on the Lord’s day, to com- 
mence at-half-past'10 o’clock, A.M. At a | 
. § Brother Cooper prayed, and the Association adjourned 
4 onday 10 loci AM. | (est 
tn consequence of he inclemency of the weather, on the Sabbath, the - 
but at half past 12 o'clock 


gregation did.pot confene at the (ime appointed; 
considerable nie bbe assembléd, and attended with great composure and 


3 


"solemnity while bro 
I should glory,” save |in tbe cross of our 
world is crucified unto me, ahd F unto the 
from Rom. vit. 33. 34. + Who sball lay, any thing to the charge of God'Prelect? 


It is Prag at jeetidoe Who is be that condemeth? I: ig Cyrgre'r that died, yea 
rather, that is riven agaiq, whois even al, the right hand’ of God, who also mak- 
oth intercession for us.?” Brothgr 3. Kine, concluded by exhortation and prayey ~ 


| ‘ | _ & Monday 10 o'clock, Sept. 14. 
Met ahd proceeded to business tesa | 
Brother Collins prayed. ain Me tes i ae 
' 9. The committee of revision and arrangement made thett 
teport, which was received antl they were ischarged. 
_ 10. Read the Rules of decorum of this Association. © 
11, Received petitions for adimittance into our union, from 
the Churches at Chickesawha, Antioch, (Covington eounty,) 
Salem, Ziou, Copia, New-Ziony and sant Zion; and full saby! 


an Jests Cymist, by whom 
ofd.”. Brother Contins followed, 
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23. Took up the petition from the New-Capel Church, on’ - 
: ‘ ! wr br 


which it Was 4 ae Ba x eh 
fj sia. 6 Mba ion, to ‘the Churches: th i 
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3 hice ve 


erchi is subject, and to the 
iving and exercising iy discipline of 
any other practigal doctrind contained i wT 06 
ap this "it-may be proper tostate, that a letter 
d ot be fp ines ate a subject of| such vast 
atice; and |  aneeere wre a es ery fp saree pur letter 
i a im ceo object 10 view, 
+ Fhe cher of te addrase 4 t to cee the pro} siely of then ditcipline of 
I; to’ & GOSPEL DISGIFLINE, @ the dght-exercise of it ia 
ice: “ 
L H. A 
wil bate’ clnreheor peor}e in the 
ai - eee in various forms 
e Association secommend : ie appoint. 
ment ot Union meetings on_every fifth Sabbath in the year; \ 
aid that four of these meetings be held on each side of Pearl. 
vs to béarrangeéd by the ministering brethren amoug them- 
selves... * JOS gan te AD x} + 
27. Reeommendéd to,the Whurebes the ‘observance of the 
first day of January next,as a day of hamiliatton, fasting aud 
pryertor the out pouring of the ‘Spirit on all flesh, 4 more! 
g°neral revival of religion, and tie divine blessing on the op- 
perations going forward forthe spread of the gospel. 
_ 28. Recommended to the Churches the religious observance 
ofthe Fourth of July; the Chirebe’ are requested to meet at 
their respective meeting bouses,-and where the ministering. 
brethrey can ‘attend, that ee asetmon delivered. al 
Where no minister can attend, that themembersof the Church 
meet and spend the day in Hauthvesriany Prerer and praises , 
for the blessings‘of civil and religious liberty. Pept 
| 2% This Association conéeiving that there are important 
objects to be ‘accomplished. by the, propegationiof the pure 
octrines of the gospel, by the general circulation, & sending 2- 
Protd of the Word of God, by promoting intelligence in the min 
iry, and likewise, by drawing more closely, preserving and 
ontinuing the ties of brotherly love.and union between sister. 
Associations, by preventing innovations in practice and here- | 
Mes in doctrine; [andl believing it very desirable to concem | 
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| ‘Circular Letter, 
if Bip (iit -Adsociation,-to ‘the Churches they 
ccontvebid Olrietan sabitation. i 7 


2 > wide . ' 
ised you, in last eh?s Minutes, a Cireular Address on . 
1, we’ fie tale attention to the great interest 
exercise of this subject, ant to the greatness of 
d exercising the discipline of the gospel, 
ctigal doctrine contained in the New-Fes- | 
ect, it may be proper'to state, that a letter 
idit to invedtigate a subject of such vast 
1 ourselves at liberty to extend our letter 
mportance of the object inview. *. 
t to argue the vibgiiely of the discipline of 
@ GOSPEL pisgirLine, O06 the mgbt-exercise of it ic 
refore let us notice . 
-& TBO AND ORDERLY, L CHURCH. 

Gon, in every haspad? bas, bate .a churehyor people in the 
world, consisting re or umber, and subsisting in various forms 
and jn diverse ¢i . Acts 77°88. Ser. 

Obtrch of Ged, considered collectivel » in all ages, forms one 
body, Cants6, 9. called Christ's mystical ody, of which 
. 18. Eph. 3. This is the general assembly and 
, Wilich are written in Heaven, Heb. 12 23. 
ment dispensation, the Cifarch was generally confined | 
; but under the present administmation, Christ gathers to 
all nations, Me . 28. 19, 20. And being thus gathered, 
ospel, it becomes their duty to unite in distingt 
» 47, thet they may walk together in all the command-: 
meats \and ordinances off the Bord, blameless. Hence we find, that under ihe gos- 
iy thurches were ie Wherever there was a suffiient number of converte 
that apepose, »2 ind 3Chaplers®. - 

A particular ists of, a humber of Saints incorporated by 

isti nd meeting egetherwin one place 
for the enjoyment of ellowship with: ch @ ood with Christ, their Head, 
the Spirit, 2d Gow |6. Agts 2. 1. - 
* & The temple = Lord?is not 4 be built nith dead, but living materials) 


in So institotions, \to theip matuap edi cation, andthe glory of God throvgh 
: : 


Ist Pet. 2. 5. None havea right to Church membership, but¥uch as Christ will 
own a8 his sincere followers, at the. last decisive day, whatever preteitions 
may make to anjinterest in his favour, Math. 7. 22, 23. Except a man is 
again, he bas no right to enter into the kingdom of God. or into a gospel 
Church, Jobn 3. 3. Christ ixa living Héad, and will have none but ling 
members in his mystical hody, John i be ‘ : 

3 The constitution of Churches,is plainly supposeft, Acts. 47. Math. 18. 
17, &e. And it is mecessary, -in order thatthe Jisciples.of Christ’ may enjoy 
the ordinance of the Lord’s sipper, which is a Church ordiuance, , watch over 
aoa ee Warn the unruly, and lay censuyes ob disorderly and impenetent 


The Scriptures do not absolutely detesmine the number of persons necessary 
t© constitute a Church; but as our Lurd bas said. Where two or three are gathered 
ria my name, there am I in the midst oy hem,» Math. 18. 20. it sbouid 
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geem as if that number. Aes might, at it in some jurge 
form » Church essential, though.n0l 18 Hie oe duly brgayized. for 
lack of officers. ea bas sonestgpe is proved, ‘bt gach smill 
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der Christ, their Head, the y\ become aay 4 ) da church essential, 
founded on the gospePy tan. ati 
ncipation of the Lord's sup 
4. A Church jhus aor) 
self, baving Christ for her H 
and privilege of choosing ber po : 
ber 6wa discipline, Math. 18. |7, and dinawee 
for the bdificasion and» comtort of hel is, a i whic 
with eve sais act of Gisciphine. ie ‘ekere withou 
being subject to the cognizance of an byt 
Cae wbaieser, Is,Cor, . M en 4, a ee of 
Churches Being vested wil agi bs oh fo ase it with f fence, je 
they dishonour Christ and bi se, it fellow them at Cor 
_ 10. 31, Rom. 15. 2, to guard bgajust whey sogali te. ete rScajin! 
oe del iberately, with bean)! ¥ ands joa, ttt if pédssi 
y be-dinanj us in alli their delat . sions. Nesertheless, 
. ontley cannot be had, the majority male mem mav 
and the minority, if comsistent with Ch feeling, ought to raha . 
appears not only from that gepefal rul 5. 21, submitting yo 
oue another in the, fear of God; 4! 
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ity, in a Church, should have the privil the aes ister 
Churches, to be eboseti by the parties cq@py grned, Act® 15. rage? 
Fewale members may, whe called.o ¥ Witnesses the Ch h, and, | 
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@NDEY, OF CHURCH OFFICERS, Vist 

Phe ordinary officers of the Church, and the only ones now existing, aft . 
min -iers and déscons, Phir, 1,4. HY she first gospel Churches there were cther 
offigers, sucli as Apostles, Fy, atid Evangelisis, dst Cor, 12. 28, Eph. 4. 
11, who were egdowed with Kyrwordiuafy*gilis, which were then skcothary 
forthe coutitmation of the gospel? but’ are since’ become extinct. 

1; Ministers of jie gespelwho are requenuy called elders, bishops, pastors 
aad Leachers, Tituel..5, compared withwvebse 7. Acts, 20. 17, comp. verse 98.* 
lat Pet.O.1, 2d'Jobn 1, 18Cor. 12,28, are gfipointed by Christ to the highest 
office ia the’ Church; par erefore need peculiar, qualifications—such as are 
pointed but dst Dim, 3% 7, &e, Tit. 1, 5, MO. As they have the charge of 
souls, and #re'geaders*im.the house of God; Churchés canndh.be too cautious in 
choosing afta to. the sbinisterial funetion. Fhey ought to' be men fearing God, 
being borm agein . the Spirit, sound.ig the faith, and sof blameless lives and 
conversations, a& becbmeth the gospel of Chaist, having fervent desires to glori- 

God, aud to be*instrumental 6 Saving souls; Joho 3. 10, 2u Tim. 1.13, |Ist 

m. 3.2, Rom.9. 8, ehap. 10, ‘ bt 
‘ A ¢hurch having) no. minis er;Bhould ook among ber own members, and see 
if there be any, who seem (Phave MomMsing gifisand graces for the work of 
the ministry." Ifsuch a one be found, Be is to be put on private trial for a séa- 
son; and if be prove satisfactory to the Church, he may be called to preach to 
the public. Alter wifich, if his rod. like Aaron's, bud, blossom and bring forth. 
fruit, Jet him be set api by ordination, that be may perform every part of the 

tred function, Acts 13,2, 3. ‘But should Ho such person ‘be found in ‘the 

urch, itis the duty of 4 sister Church to sppply them, Cant. 8,8. And ifa 
person. who is a member of another church, be approved, and willing to ac- 
cepa call trom theshiy h@ must first become a member with them, so ‘hat they 
» nay choose him from among themselves, see Acts 1. 2 IgDeacons are chosen io 
like manner, Acts'6, 3. ' ae ‘ 

THe capdidate having accepted the call of the Church, they proceed to or- 
dain i theffollowing manner, viz: Two or more ordained ministe¥s should 

called to agsist the Church. The day is set apart by fasting and prayer, Acts 
132, 3. chap. 14. 23. Th ministers, called to assist the Church, being satis- 
fied with the gills, graces, Wondnees of principles and becoming life and con- 
Versation of the chndidatesthe Church being met, aad giving their sufferage for 
bis opdination, a sermon 's to be preached of the occasion, and be deelariag bis 
Willthgne.s and inward call to t#ke bin the sacred offiée, Ist@or. 9, 16, 
a publi¢ cgntession of his faith will required: then the ministers lay. their 
hands off-bis bead, by prayer set bimempagtito the great work of the minis- 
Wy, 4s. Tim, 4 "44. his ‘done, they give big he right band of fellowship, 
Gal. 2°°9, atid ope BF the wink ters Bives hin @ charge or directory how to be- 
hase biinself im’the house of Goch Tim. 4 1, 5, apd presents him with the | 
Word of God, a4 bis cgminission, 2d Pipe 3.16, 17. The sotemnity is conclud: 
td by payer, and a bi ssing on the whole congregation. 

© mipister being drained, has authgrity from Christ, to preach the gospel, 
and baptize belivers in any part of (he world,’ where God in his providence 


may call hit. But if br should be called wntd, and accept the pastoral charge 


any particular Church, he will be Sound to them, and they to him. Minis- 
lers must give thew lyes t study, prayer, afd meditation, and attend.to. the 
Work Of the Ministry |with all dilligence, ist Tim. 4. 14, 15, 16, that they may 
be workinen that need not to be ashamed, 2d Tim. 2. 15, chap: 4. 2. They are 
to feed the Lord’s flock with Spiritaal bread, Acts 20. 28, to preach with the 
view of bringing souls to Christs, and aot for the sake of filthy lucre They are 
— 3 


jthe Apostle said to the elders: “Tule heed to all the fldcky over which, the Holy Ghost 


‘ay Maule you Overecers, OF (as itis in the original) dychaps. 
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Pot to lord it over God's heritage, but Bat patient and tender hearted, 94 = 


2. 25.. They are to watch over the thy ae 4 the feehie minded, Ist T 
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5. 14, and to sound the alarm to the ~Eagk 3 19. 18. They should i. 

; - sit the flock, commited to their chargetyo kubw the state wi their soal-/ that 

ie) they may speak a word in season, ai 5 yy op aod tir them, They are bse: 

pecially to visit the sick, anit those o iseaflitted, Ezik’ 34. '4, James 4. 
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r, consequently must eat and drink unworthily| Ist Cor. £1; 295 Indeed 
without faith it is ppussible to please Goa, Meus 14. 6. ‘s " 
persons regeived into the Church) should have a good degree of ibe 
knowlege of divine and spiritual things “They shold not only know them- 
setves, as by nature, fost, and that they are -aved by. and through the Lord 
Je us Ciirist; but they should kuow sanietbing of tv e| nature of God, his periec- 
» tions and works. abd of Christin bis person, as the Syn of God}, of his proper 
deiiy; of bis incaypation; of his offees.' as prophet, priest, and king; of justi 
bcajion by his righteousness; parddn by his blood; satisfaction by his sacrafice; 
anc) or hi- prevalent imtercession. They should also have some know ledge of the 
Siti of GOd. his person, operations aud pfices, and\of the important truths of 
the gospel, and doetrines of grace; or how otherwise bhould the Church be) the 
pillar and grownd of the truth? “Ast Liv. 3 15. Their lives and conversation 
aught to be such as become thie gospel of Christ, Phil. 1, 27, that is holy, just 
and opright, Psa. 19..1,2, and if their practice coniradicts their profession, 
they are not to be admitted to ghurch membership; |for heliness” becomes the 
house of the Lord forever, Psa. 93. 6, rte uy: 
“They evght b be} fuly baptized io weter, ie. by.immersion, on a pr sfession 
of their faith agreeably to the practice cf John the Baptist and the:Aposiles of 
ovr Lord Jebus Chnkf Math. 3.6. Jobu 3. 23, Rom. 6: 4. Acts 8; 36.,88. I} is. * 
alowed by MM, thet |\baptisen is essential to gtturch communion, and ought fo - 
precede it; and therd ix not one instance in the word ‘of God of any being ad- 
mited without & THe three thousand penitents, after they gladly received the 
word, were baplined: and then, 4d not before, were added to the Church. Se 
the Chereh at Semariac consisted pf methand women baptized by Hbilip, the 
believing whathe seidevacerning the kingdom of God. Lydia and (her house- 
boid,and the jrilor and br-,.being|baptized- on a prgfession of their faith, laid 
the foundation of the Church at Philippi, ‘The Church at Corinth was begun by 
pérsotis Whosh@ariig Ibe word, believe land were baptized; and the Church 
ui Ephesus was first formed by sn dieciples baptized in the nome. of the 
Mord Jesus, Agts 2. 41, aod 8. 12! hnd 16E15; 33, ond 18. 8, and 19, 5. So the 
members of the Churches at Romes|Gplatidjund Collosse were baptized persons, 
Roni’ 6 3, 4; Gal. 3.\27. Col. 8.42.) 

2. Persopsimaking pplication for admiiRon into the Church, should ander 
gan eFamin on dybiore the Chord, in order to satisfy each meniber concern+ 
jag their gracious,state; and should some ‘of thé members not be satisfied, their 
receptivn. should be postponed until another meeting. In the ‘intermediate 
time, the disaflecied member ommembers shoold: labour with the candidate tor 
bilo wship; ‘and. if fellowsbip cannot be had, thédisaffected member or mem- 
bers shouldsmake known their objerlions fo ibe Chureh, and submit the conclus 
sion-to the Churety “ini ia such case the Church. should pot act over the head 
of any, hutday the cage ober gotil gospel fellowship be had by every methber 
io the Church. Ist ‘t}m. 6. 12. When a Church concludes, that the person, ap- 
plying for membership, may be. admiited. the minister, \if there ke one: in the 
Church, if not the moderator should acquaint bim or ber withthe rules of Gods 
bouse, ang. ' pon his ot -her promising, covenating and agreeing strictly to ub- 
terve them, a. as-is'ed bp the Spirit of the Lord, the minister of Moderator is to 
ge him or ber therright hand of . fellowship, in behalf of the Chureb, and re- 
teive hing or ber mto union and full communion, with thet particular Church; oy 
Which bo or she becomes entitled tovall the sights and privileges thereof: Col. 
2.19, Rom. 15. 7, 2d Gor. 8.5. bt ‘ 

'fa member should desire transient or occasional communion in any Choreh . 
0 which he does not belong, ifit be well known that be is.an orderly re gre 

longing to'a sister Church he. may be tinitied td:the' Lord's ave i 
ld have nothing to do with the governtueot of we Church, unless hie aus 
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into the Church, to which be is dismi9. Bcts|9. 26, 20. That 
of a believer to give himseit a membisofen merly Church, dearest tolbip 
place of residence appears plain from Bi f@lo ing consideration {1) By phe 
neglect of this duty, he will deprive mMelBof the edification, co fort, low ng 
instruction, watchful care, | and fai BR aGmonitions of his fella members, 
(2) It would give room to sthspect, tha ms impatient of that re " raint whie 
every humble member deenjs his me M @) IC would seem as ifthe aimed at 
screening himself\from nec sary contieaatiins, pr Church disciplipie, (4) Such 
& negleet opens a door for Jqalousy ania miptations on the part ¢ }he Chueh 
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2nd minisier, and casts a gréat contemmepaibolh. (5) Were this alinduct to he filt proof, Ist’ 
‘allowed, and become general, it B Gusd great confusion among {he 10. | (7) Tot 
Churches; and as such a ptactice cf MIB none but disorderly iersons, the. Ist Cor, 11.1 
Church, to Which they belong, ought €S8mbni them, and, if thily perist, 10. 2, Deacons 






Censure them. The same réasons bo ait 
mission from the Church ‘tq Which thee 
5 Which request should not be ard; fotiue oe meniber thay be so Hissmissed, * 
another may, even officers of the Chu Ss Well) as an and sa#he Ghurch 
Would become extinct. To dismiss a niBeBbet to the world at large % still inore 
Preposterogs; and ought never to be diiiebn athe way,thao by &commutl- 
Cation. The usual plea for such an Me pohable requést is, eithem that they 
¢annot profit under such a ministry; o ui tthe conéerns of theeCh@rch are not 
Properly managed; but the ttuth is, th) iid de is dy at the bothpm of such 
desires; for an bumble christjaa will ee it Others better than biahelf, bear 
with the infirmities of the weak, and ei And /hope to find @ ble ing whete 
providence casts his Jot. ' . | a}. : 
Members retmoving, and not knowi aap What |Church, should ta 
and if they find an-orderly Church, gi D their letter; and becomp 
4S soon as convenient. | a 50 
Members, who have been suspende KiAy censure or otherwis@efrom the 
Church, giving Satisfactory evidence off Mirtepeniance, are to bel autianed 
en the former evil, and thor tole Watchfulness; and pr : ing, with 
the Lord's assistance, to lead order] Pe) fdr the future, are ta again re- 
ceived into full communion with the C 49, ‘and have the right hand of fellow: 
~ ship given"them, Gal, 6. 1, "| Cor, 2. but they are aot, on any account, 
to be re-baptized, Eph. 4. 5, | bY 
ATALY, oF THE DUTIES tex 
A Church constituted after\the heavy 
from which the glories of rich\and free 
give members of it have the gospel shit 
and are entitied.to all the ble ings of th 
thos blessed, their faith is g {i ely activas 
working by love, Gal. 5. 6; by which thipem 
5, 14, 16. which they make Ppear, bEMMiaithful discharge of he duties|en- 
joined on them by the Lord Jes Christ, pat Head did Chisteh Joan alea 
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them distinguishing honour and reverence; and are to hold them in reputation 


asthe ambassadors of Christ, ‘Phil. 2. 29, aod to esteem them highly for, their : 


work's sake, Ist ‘Phes. 5. 13. (2) They are to contribute according to. their 
respective abilities, towards their minister’s support, Gal. 6.6, that being freed: 
as much as possible, from the cares of life, they may wholely devote them- 
selves to the work of the ministry, and have it in their power touse hospitality, 
ist Tim. 3. 2, and stretch out the benevolent band of charity to the poor in 


distress, Gal, 2. 10, whieh maintenance t not tobe: considered aa grat~ — 


vily, but aga just debt due the minjster of Christ and the servant of the Churctr. 
The law of God, in the nature of things, requires it, Ist Pim. 5.18, In the 
Lord's grants to Igrag! there was always 9 reserve made, for the priests; and, 
ander the gospel. provision isimade for its ministers, Ist=Cor, 9.7, 14; and 
members that obey not this rule are transgressors against God, and the ministry 
of the gospel. (3) They are, in the love'and fear of God to obey any submit 
themselves to thei¢ ministers, in all things, that are right,,Epb. 6. 18, 20.— 


. (4) They ought to stand by and assist them ih all their troubles and afflictions, 


2 Tim. 4. 16. Job 6. 14. (6) Toreceive no accusation against them without 
fil! proof, tst Tim.|5. 19. (6) Nor to expose thejrinfirmities, Acts 23.5. 3d Joha 
wo. Ct) To follow their example as far as they follow Christ, 2 Thes. 5: 7. 
Ist Cor, 11, 1: ‘ 4 { 
2. Deacons holding an honorable office'in the Charch, ‘the members are, 
(1) to respiect and! esteem them, as‘ being employed by the Lord to serve 
in the household of |faith; and asmen, whom ‘if faithful) God will greatly honor 
and bless, Ist Thm. 3. 13. Math, 25. 21¥° (2) to submit.to, their godly and 
friendly admonitions, Ist Cor. 16. 16: (3) to encourage them 4n their office, 
by cheerful and liberal contributions for the service’ of God’s bouse, his minis- 
ters and poor, 2d Cor. 9. 6, 7. a 3 ph) . 
3. The members of a Church are bound'ig duty, (1) to love all men, but es- 
pecially to love andito do good) to them that are of the household, of farth, Gal. 6. 
10, all must be done frotn a principle of love, Ist John 4.7, 11, Jobn 13. 34, 35: 
(2) to follow after thiffgs which make for'peace, Rom, 14,19 ,-in érder to which, 
they are to.pat the most favourable construction on ao and actions that are 
doubtful, Ist Cor. 18. 7, to speak no evil one of another, Jam. 4. 11, and, to 
endeavour, by a Sintered and godly: behavour, to “ the fruit of right~ 
eousness in peace, Jam. 3. 18, carefully avoiding whisperings and backbitings, 
2d Cor. 12. 20, not to be busy medlers with the concerns of others, 2d They. 
3. If; not totake upian evil report against another, Acts 25. 16, nor do any 
thitig through strife or vain glory, Phil, 2.3: (3) to. endeavour after each 


other's edification atid growth in grace, Ist Thes. 5.11. @d Pej. 3. 18: (4) To 
* pray for each other. Jam. 5. 16: (5) To visit éach other, especially when sick, . 


ot otherwise afflicted, Acts 15. 36, Jam. 1, 27, and. those visifs ought to be» 
improved to edificatjon; therefore, they should. spend their time in praying lo- « 


gether, Pea. 34, 3, ih godly conversation, Math. 3. 16, exhorting and encour- |: ” 


aging each other, Heb. 3. 13. Psa, 55. 14, warning and Admonishing one an- 
other, Ist Thes. 5. 14. Rom. 15. 14, ingettuously confessing their faults to 
one another, as far a christian prudedee will permit, Jam. 5. 16, and admin- 
istering all possible retief to the needy and distressed, Jam. 2. 15, 16: (6) To 
avoid, as much as possible, going to law with each other, Ist Cor. 6.1, ui“ 
G)T prefer marrying among themselves, as faras itmay be done with pro- 
ence, Amos 3. 3. 2d/Cor. 6. 14: (8) and tg labour,.to find out the cause of 
shiness in a brother, as soon as it is discovered, Math, 5. 23, 24, always tak, 
ing the advice of our Lord in cases of trespass, Math. 18.15, 16,17. And if 
the case of trespass have to be brought befdre, the Church, the member, Who 
rings it, is npt.a party in the case, but only a witness; and the Churclr beco 


the accuser in behalfiof the aggrieved member: nor are other accusations to be . 
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fo do bis duty by him as divebt- 
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- so duties of lite, tt Tim 
3 Is. 1-19, 20, (7) when be 
repeutance, be isto be s 


3 L wm Z r 
ended. ‘that the Church may have tinse to judge of bis sincerity, Ist John 4h 
ia) when 9 company of meusbers break covenautobligativns, and set ay for 
themselves, over the ee the Chureh;. being deafto the labours and adimon- | 
itigns of the majority: ware truce breakers, and dispisersiof those that ates 
good, 2d Tim. 3. 3. dn a word, all such eases, with many others of like mature, 
shiuld be suspended; and, if rsisted)in until the patience of the Church can 
po longer bear, they should be ex posted. 8. Se) creas bas 
3. As excommunication geet appa of Christ to be exercised by the 


Church, and, in its own, nature vety important,<awéul wand tremendoys, iis 
highly necessary. that churches should understand its nature, 

Excommunication is a censure of tbe highest e ree; it is a judicial act of the 
Chureb, by which she cuts off, and entirely e ‘Neden, an wnwortby membér 
from union and communion with tbe Church; and from all the rights and paivile 
ege thereof, -*f1 iv disfranchizing from all the immunities of a fellow citizen 
with the saints, and taking away a place and a name in the house ‘of God,” 

’ This censure, awful as it is, respects only the spiritual concerns of a man, as 
related to the Church; and does, by no means. affect his temporal estate, or 
civi) affairs. It does mot subject him to fines, imprisonment, or death; nor does 
itinterfere with the business of the civil magistrate; now break in on the rela- 
tions of man and wife, paresis and children, master’ and servants; nor does it, 
eraent any from attending the external ministry of the word. 

Ibe act of excommunication is expressed by various phrases in the sacred 
scriptures, as, by avoiding familiar conversation with such, Rom. 16. 17. by ‘not 
een company with them, Is'Cor. 6.9, Eph. 5. 11, purging out from the 
Church. the old leayen, Ist Cor. 5. 7, ‘by putting away the wicked from a- 
mong them; Ist Cor, 5. 13, by withdrawing from disorderly persons, and cut- 
ting {thes of from fellowship with the saints, 2d Thes.-3. 5, Gal: 5. 12. 

¢ subjects of this ordinance are members who are guilty of notorious and 
sna crimes; which are so, either in their owa nature, or by meats of 
sundry aggravations.. Theré ‘are some ‘crimes so high snd pernicious 
in their mature, that they call for speedy excommunication, walabs the 
most evident marks of repentance appear ic the offender, as (1) all sins 
that are againgtthe letter of the ten commandments. Rom. 7, 12: Math. 5. 
17; (2) Al) that call for severe corporal punishment from bumao laws, provided 
those laws are not contrary to thelaws of God, Prov, 8. 15, Rom. 13. 1, 4, 
Ist Het. 2. 133,14. (3) AH such sins as are highly scandelous in their nature, 
and Re the Chur¢h to contempt, Ist Tim. 5: 24, .tst Cor, 6: 2. We find a 
blac catalogue of sims, which call for this cepsure, in ‘Ist Cor. 5. 14, chap. 6. 
9, 19, and indeed, for sins of aa inferior natur¢, when aggravated by comtuma- 
tiously dispising the authority of thé Church (ofter the more geatle censures 
have| been useg) excammunication ought fo take place. But an offender of the 
highest class, if he Gite satisfactury evidence of evangelical repentance, is, tiy 
bo'means, to be excommunicated, see Juhn 8..11. Peter also is an instance vf 
our Lord's readiness to forgive penitents: Peter fell fouly, bis crime was horrid, 
repeated and aggravated; yet our great Parerx adimonished bim with a Jook; 
the offender repented; the penitent was forgiven. Let Churches follow the ex- 
ample which Christ has set them. Ree Bad he Bo 

No member has a right to excothinunicate himself; for the Church alone has 
that power by the aethority of Christ. J} is by the conseot of the Church a 
member comes in, and, by the consent of the Church, a member must ge out. 
Before excommunication. all gospel steps shvuld be used, both with aspubli¢ ee 
and private offender; jand the Chucch should. endeavour much, for the unity of 
the spirit in the bonds of peace in this awful decision. ' et ab ae 

‘ ese, dear brethren. @re our views on theediscipline of ‘be gonpel 
Seed in the Church of Christ; and the great objects to be — y 
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MINUTES 


OF THE | 


} 
} 


PEARL RIVER BAPTIST ASSOCIATION, 
| 


, Saturday, 41th September, {824. | 


ist. In ¢onsequence of the absence of Brother 
George W, King, who was appointed to preach 
the kutroductory Sermon, and the death of Brother . 
Shadrack King, who was appoivted in case of 
failure, a discourse was delivered by Brother Nor- 
vall Robertson, at half past eleven o’clock, from 
' Solomon’s Songs, 8, and 8—* We have a little 
| sister, and shé hath no breasts: What shall we 
do for our sister in the day which she shall be 
spoken for?? 

2d. Brother Collins opened the Association 
with singing and prayer. 

3d. Read the letters from the Churches, mfpa- 
ted their state, and enrolled, the (names, of Uheir 
Delegates. | a} pr 

4ih. A letter was presented from the church at 
| Society Hill, by, their messengers, Rev, Davis 

Collins and) brother John Sigvens, soliciting ad- 
| mission into this body, which was cordially received 

5th. Chose brother D. Collins: Moderator, and 
brother Alfred G. Moore Clerk. ri a a 

6h, Our circular letter for the present year ha- 
ving failed, jon request brother Collins consented 
to prepare one. at . 

Tth. Appointed the brethren Norvall Robert- 
son, John be Martin, and Nathan Morris, with 
the Moderator and Clerk, to arrange the business . 
of the session. « = o> veh Macys 
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Monday, 9v oll Hse 13th.) 
> » Met and proceeded tol iness as follows > 
Srother C afling pral slaves, 
aT {0ih. The committee q rangement made their sufficient excu 
ray port ; 3 which was recgem@a and they were dis- ‘Answ 
cbatced., | ‘ vert 
{tili, Receiy 1 peti tH dr ailmitiance inti onr’ vf 
: union, from the churches im biehem and Bethseda; : thie let 
“the former rejectrd, and ie Tate received, and : 47. Appoit 
the right Wand « | fellow if Was given to their . viz. brethren” 
welogate, and he jnvited ig sat with us! to Miss—trel 
{2th. Received A lette i f rrespondence from: ‘Union. | 
| Ubion, by brother Elishal * ojver; er; "Phe letter was 18. Resol 
read with great s feck Hand: the right land of ae Ass 
fellowship was g ten brotk! Pies and he was ' poi 
invited/to a seat, pnd his fis solicited. ent for the 
Brother Chgrles ' Fel [os as a De-. sented at the 
legate frém the Missish pl A&sociation, and ther Norval 
Was cordially rectived ; ic We received 20. The B 
iiformation that b ethiren ¢ per, Marsh and Irion two sessic 
Were oppointed with hims¢} ; ‘but had {aited—to- 4 
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| 
{her with the letter’ of correspondence and min- | 
ules at (heir last session. ) 

Received an addfess from the Board ‘of Ma.) 
nagérs of the GeneralConvention of theBaptist de- 
nomination in the United States for Foreign Mis- 





j transferted to the Mississippi State Convention: 

43th. On motion made, the ‘coustitution of the 

| State Convention was read; and on the question 
taken, for this Association to become a member of 
said Convention, it was decided in the affirmative 
by a large majority ; and delegates appointed to 
represent us in that body—consisting of brethren 
D. Collins, N. Robertson, J. Thigpen, N. Mor- 
ris, J. P. Martin, S. Coaker and David Cleveland, 


(4. ‘Took, up a query from Mount Zion — 


church, and voted it out, ; 
15. A query from Silver Creek church, viz. Is 


the forcible separation of man and wife among our | 


slaves, by their masters, contrary to their will, 
sufficient excuse for (hem to marry again? 

Answered in the OO, yh) 

Query 2d from the same church yoted out. 

| 46. Appointed brother A. G. Moore ‘to write 
ihe letter to corresponding associations. 

17. Appointed messengers to sister associations, 
viz. brethreu Davis Collins and Shadrack Coaker 
to Miss—tirel Harrey and Absalom Harper to 
‘Union. 

} 18, | Resolved, That we correspond with the 
;Becklen Association by letter. 

19. Appointed brother Collins to draft.a gospel 
form for the constitution of churches, to be pre- 
sented at the next session; in case of failure, bro- 
ther Norvall Robertson. . 

20. The Bula churth not representing herself 


. sions, a whiclr was read and ordered to be( // 


ne {WO sessions past, a committee was appoiated | 
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report, Davis Collins: 


32. Reezolved, 


¢ session, that 
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eae of the failare of our circular letter, ~ 
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lowing. plan as a remedy in fu- 


e adopt th 
, viz. ere two persons to write circular 
and tiso appoint them their subjects, 

28, Ajpoint brother Norvall Robertson to 
Prite on the union of the ehurches. 
29. Appoint brother ‘Thigpen to write on the - 
ew Festahent sacrifices, end the manner of of-' 
lie them up. i 
at. Appoint brother J. P. Martin to preach our 
next introductory seraions _ in case of failure, 


ther 8. Coaker, 
Pa jyed, and adjourned nee Tuesday 10 0’clock. 
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Tubsday, 100 ’clock,| Sept 14th. 


‘3h. Assembled, and continued business ‘as fol- 

wsi— 

Brother Thigpen prayed. 

Took into consideration! the sectional division 
in the location of the association. 

32. Resolved, "That in appointing a wblicw for 
the session, that the association act, asin all other 

besiness, by a committee of the whole. 

33. Resolved, That the ‘association reserve to 
herself the ‘right of appointing the gnipisters to 
Preach during the session, | 

34. Ordered, ‘That the brethren Collins, Har- 


ptt, Harvey, and Coaker, recive sbxidallars cack 

if travelli nses,"“s our messengers to Mis- 
ssdcia = 

e contributions from the abies 


to the amount.of one hundred and twelve dol- 
anda foarth cents. 
36. Appointed brother A. G. Moore to superin: 
‘the ‘printing and distribation of seveu hun- 
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par|part ofthe vine yard—will the ford send us 
help from'afa:? All these manifest tokens of 
my sdispleasure, taken together, have grown into 
wendous cloud, portending great sorrow and 
Blt & the churches, by removing the candle- 
of the gospel fyom ameng them, To spiritual 
clions, it hath pleased God to add temporal 
‘meitsyshiarp and long, by sending floods of 
Until the people greatly murmur against God | 
ler hearts.’ ‘These are changed into burning 
(scorching drought, drying up the eub- 

of the corn, and threatening famine to both 
tnd body. ‘To the canse of these judgments, 
thren, we desire to turn your attention; for 
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rs, thipking @& ere art in this asso 
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; 
ot with doing nothing of those duties 
' are best qualified to dischatge ; being 
vaded that they are at liberty to choose their 
action in the eburch ; and that they are 
\verned by their own will,& pot by the will. . 
4) Lastly, we fear, that certain duties are 
de inculcated and enforced by inany of the 
‘store of the gospel—fearing that if they press 
ve minds of their hearers the duty of honoring 
‘Al with their substance, they will give of- 
nd be thought lovers of filthy lucre; and ing 
Jeach theit hearers to live in disobedi- 
eto the plain commandments of the Lord. Ha- 
d our. fears, permit us next to lay, 

uwhat we concejve, to be the great or 

of God’s displeasure. In doing which, 

iit out what we think is not the causg¢, 

we may bring the real cause to view by com- 
m, We are persuaded that you sing, pray, 
ihe word of God, go to the house of the Lord 
ine sabbath day, hear the gospel with pleasure, 


- we idmend the meeting ‘of the church, live honestly a- 


ig men, love the brethren and preachers, and 
as did for christian visits; contend ear- 
ly for poigis of faith, understand and know 
, submit to the ordinances, and help build 

| keep*in repair the meeting house; all these 
of you, and love and praise you in the 

rcist of them ;' neither do we think that yeu im 
soffend the Lord. But there is a cause, and 
think itconsigts: in an inordinate love of the 
i. To convince you that our views are correct, 
. you to hear us, and be not angry, if we 
wit any.of you an evil -beart of covetousness, 
wach set on the things of this present world, 
weart in this association, and have been for the 
nce bf two years past, between 8 and 12 hun- 
(brethren and sisters; and many who are nut 
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| me of ta church, that attend the preéacki duty, bee 
‘of thé gospel & during which time the caus of ity of hea 
ligion has cakeie aloud for your assistance $y 4 not suffer them 
pal ian 4 Vow say if this 40 or 42 bhi We believe, that 
profestors, wiaithose who are friendly to tie hig seek the riches 

tist in rest, ' ¢ to contribate some 5, dome cause of Christ I 

some 4, and qq to one dollar per year, it wag gaged im many | 
- raise hetweenBiind 5000 dollars per vear,| whi. that 
_ Would] reliev@aias. 46 or 48 preachers amo S ye ought to ‘be de 

and do great ‘ee in the promotion of othr req Md will tak 
gious objec Lapa has this been done—or ay lieving 
Learts of prof Ms been seton uncertain Heb godpel are unwe 
Likewise, wn syour tewporal matters; you out of daty as ¢ 
willing to gi laborer the worth of his Jal: pel. But ther 
but fo Sospet gor many are very sparing | in this daty; me 
ser th sow SiaRnely, aud reap sp tinghys| a we look at their: 
their Jove to Besospel were to be measufed Mm donations, and ¢ 
their ¢ontribygils, it would seem as if thd We'woiild uext 
little urino 4 ‘ Mo Christ and: his gospel, a tle poison, that 
ing foe the w if of his servants. Also whed the we ens our hol 
are demands FO@imoney to be religiously on the goodness 
on man yeepress a jealousy, and shew ‘every one think | 
mick whed nesSMM contributinyas if money| way Met atall times; 
tow odd, or tigancerous a thing, to be rel Spare for the cau 
Jy used; or HEF he ninistors ofae gospel as much as wee; 
notto be trus@@#iaad thus Wodnding the (epiinfl’ and we need no 
of those who EMMbt to be relievedeut- every commanded it ; 
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per and unnedtitiiry burden. Lastly, wef ‘ind that every’ 
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Boch, ii they give them a the Lorde” 
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15 
your duty, because we believe you have love and 
integrity of heart for Christ and his equse, & will 
not suffer them to expire avyour door: neither can 
we believe, that you came to these wild forests, 
seek the riches of this world only, and left the 
cause of Christ behind; no, we know yow are en- 
gaged in many great and good works; and.we aré 
persuaded that you only need to be= told what 
_ ought to"be ‘done, and bow it ought to-be done, | 

and you will take hold of the work with heart and 
band —tielieving that those who-do not support tbe 
lare unworthy of the gospel; aud as much 
out of daty as those who donot go to lear the® 
gospel. But there are many who are not backward 
| inthis daty; we speak this tb their praise, wheh 
we look at their meeting houses and other religious 
donations, and coutributions for pious purposes. 
We woiild uext point out the remedy for this sub- 
tle poison, that taints all our performances, and 
weaken our holy confidence, Let each one think ’ 
on the goodness of God to him and bis-pedple. jet 
every one think what the Lord gives at every time 
anit at all times; letus ask ourselves what we can 
spare for the cause of God; let us resolve to spare 
as much as we-van, for the Lord hath need of it— 
and we need not enquire of any whether he as 
commanded it ; if we-will read bis wore we shall 
find that every one is to give aecording te, iis pbi- 
lity. Do we believe the Lord loves a cheerful kiv- 
et? Do we believe he is faithful to ‘bis promise, 
when he says, « he that giveth to the! poor lendéth 
to the Lord?” Can wedeust the Lord with a few 
-Wollars? Can we give any thing te the Lord that 
hedid not first give tous ? | Ave we desirous that 
the gospel should rap, and be glorified?) . The 
kingdom of Christ flourish, and souls be converted: 
God? Then let the preachers go forth aud 
‘Preach; and those that cannot preach, provide for . 
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PEARL RIVER BAPTIST ASSOCIATION: 


le! 


| September 10th. 1825, , 


At eleven o'clock, A. M. brother Martin, pursuant of ‘ap. 


pointment, preached the Introductory Sermon. from Ephesians, 
* Sd: chap. wer. 8th. 9th. and 10th.—* For by ‘Grace are ye 
“ Saved, through faith; and that not of yourselves, it js the gift 
“of God. Norof works, lest any man should boast. For we 
" are \his workmanship, created’ in Christ Jesus unto good 
“works, which God hath before ordained that we should 
“walk in them.” 4 
The Association then convened, the. letters from the 
churches Were read and their delegates enrolled. Brother D. 
Collins was chosen Moderator, and brother A.G. Moore 
Clerk. ) 
Brother E. Estes, d legate -from the Mississippi Association, 
bearing thirty copies of their last Minutes arid letter, was cor- 
dially invited to » Stat with us. Brother E. Flower, Uélegat- 
) ed by the Union Association, together ‘with a correspdrding 
letter cL the Beckbee, were also received With affectionate 
Tegard 1 ap fees8 $ 
A committee of brethren Robertson, Collins; Moore: Estes 
andi Martin, Was appointed to arrange the business of the As. 
SCiation, - : 
A cobmitse of brethren William Morris, I. Brakefiela 
= Nall, was chosen to Select ministers to Preach on Lord’a 
y. 


Agreed that brethren I. Brakefiek!,’, J. Harvey,*and J. B. 


Tayed, and adjourned. 


Lord's Day, September 11. 
At half past ten o'clock, brother E. Estes, agreeably to ar- 
"angement, Preached from Gal. 5, 6. Brother Flower, from 
lms, |84. 10. Brother Collins, -from Acts, 13, 38, 39 — 
rther Martin delivered an impressive exhortation, and the 
sembly, truly great, retired in order. 
| Monday, September 12, 
Met at ning o'clock, Prayer was offered, and/then proceed- 
‘lo business. 
Revaieatt committee to arrange the preaching for the day. 
ce) 
Ment, 


er’s accounts, and reporton Monday, ~ * 
i 


d and read the Report of the committee of arrange. 
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Kead and adgpted the ar Letter prepared by brothe 6th. From H 
Rol risen. - preacher lof our 
the Letter prepared b r Thigpen, (in case of fa ing of » murdere 
lure) was received, and ref htohim, witha request toe Sent tint over 
large it. : ere tt 
\ Agreed that we corresp the Mississippi. Union a Aqswer. Th 
VO Beckbee Associgtians, by Salamales’and’ letters; and that b ' particularly the 
, thren Kabertson| Collins 1 ih bear the letter to Missi perfortiance 
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Vance ot thé Gogpel dises} ong the Churches ’ 
f f _. 34, From Silver Creek. Ri om Hepsidea—the same. mem it order, and 
j : 5 ' Brot 
| Is the washing of feet a G F inance? If so; when, and t Roberts 
| ~at what time? F j "sponding Associ: 
. Avswer. Gies8 et is not considered by thi he committee 
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\ Association a G 


Put a Christian duty, of ihe 
social and private kind. , 


‘wer, Renn as fo! 





2 . €ceived sinc 
Sth: From Half Moon BAER Gs it-consistent with Gospe expended ; 
order for a’ Churph to act iH Beception or exclusion of hig r ‘ 

Member—or in the adminigt A, of any of the ofdinances 0 Mainin 
the Gospel, without an ordQMPSA ninister at berhead? Resolved, that 1} 
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wer.” There are certain duties and Privileges belong: 
fhg {specially to the Church—Suct, as receiving members te 
fellawsbip, and excluding disorderly members from feliow- 
ship; but the administration of Baptism, and the Lord’s Sup- 
per, belong exclusively to ordained Ministers. 
6th. From Half-Moon Bluff What shall be done with a 
preacher of our order, who entered security forthe forthcom- 
ing of a murderer, said murderer absconding, and said preach. 
er making over his Property, to others, to elude the force of 
Justite ? 
‘Answer. The Association deems it inexpedient to specify 
. particularly the sanctions of civil laws but earnestly advises 
the perfortiance of Justice towards all men, and burtible ple- 
ty among the’ Saints Preayed, and adjodrned. ce, 
dws Tuesday, September 13: : 
Met agreeably to adjovroment. Brother Robertson prayed. 
Topk ‘up Query 7th.’ From Ehenezer.. What are the ya- 
tious Huties of a Deacon, in tne Church of God ? 
Anjwer, The duties of a Deacon in -a Church, respects 
th the temporal ‘and spiritual concerns.’ He shall be sound 
in the! faith ; and vigilant in the maintenance of Gospel doc- 
trines and sordinance He should be ready to speak a word 
Mm seasen to mourners, and to comfort the fearful. Ih is hig 
duty also, to superintend the pecuniary wants of the Church: 
to procure the necessary support of the minister; to know an | 
report the heeds of the poor of the Church; and it general, to: 
Pelieve the pastor from the care of the temporal convenignce 
Of the whole body. li. Simi hg 
The Churches Mount Zion and Bahala petitioned for letters 
Of dismissivn, for the putpose of 
a more comvenient—which letters were granted, 
', ¢ Brethren Joel Harvey: and 8, Croakes, were appointed to 
visit Mount Nebo ChurehK—to aid (+f wished by them) to set 
report at our next session their state. 
Was appointed to write 'the letters to cor- 
ns, Which were read and adopted. 
Cominittee appointed toandit the accounts of the Trea- 
Feport as follows : fi 
eceived since. November 6, 1820, ($597 06 | 
“*pended since that timé, + 508 50 
bl . aon Te} eating 
Remaining in hand, ; $88 56 
Resolved, that this Association acknowledge their grateful} 
thanks to the former Treasurer of this Association, Col. Cleav. 
» lot bis jong and faithful services. , 


Agreed tig) boher Wiley Wh inte, ; . 
€ ty “hite be appointed Treasurer 
Hes dssctan in piace of Col. Cleaviand resigned; and 
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Christ. 


* 
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Through the al 
gain blessed with 
other reason to bi 
loud for our devor 
hot that those bles, 
—_ time ; but 

to address you on 
quently we now b 
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Sermon, and in case of alker. , a ding, th 
- Received contributions | Churches to purchase the ‘the, subj ing ver 
Raptist Confession of Fai ppointed Urother D. Col- ps at Ctin this 2 
lins, agent for that busines| { combinant Some rer 
Ordered that jbrethren son receive ten dollars, + en on Of seve 
Chalmbers, four dollars: a ns. Martin, Powell, Coak, = Ye of par 
er, Harvey and Walker, ach, six dollars, for their mie ce 
‘to Tit del Associa ™ jan poten 
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_ aad Peace from God our Father, and 


being making a collective whole: 


" 
4% 
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. ( 
¥ . 
Resolver, that the thanks of this Association be offered t& 
ipvabitants of this settlement for their hospitality.- a 
Appoinied brother A. G. Moore to sUperintend the printing 
and distrivution of these Minutes; and, : 
Ordered, that he draw on the Treasury for 'a sufficient sum 
) pay for the printing, &. and that he receive one dollar 
diy, and bis expences delrayed. for his services, 
lved, that there be a sufficient number of copies af 
)Minutes printed so that each Church in the correspond- 
ing Ajsotiation shall receive one. | 
Aller a ¥ery feeling address and prayer by the Moderator, 
the Associatiba was cominended lo the grace of God, and ad- 


a 







journed. 
Signed by order of this Association. 

' \ | DAVIS COLLINS, Moderator. 

_ 4.°G. Moore, Cidxk. eyes 


CARC hn LETTER. | , 
| THE Ministers and Messéngers composing the Pearl River 
' Baptist Asspciation, convened at ebron. on Saturday betore 
the second Sabbath in September) eighteen hundred: and 
twenty} five—T'o those whom they represent, Grace, Mercy, 
rom the Lord Jesus 


Dearit Betoven Brerunen, 






Christ. 





Throygh the all abounding Grace of God, we 
g2!0 bléssed With another aunual interview, and if We had ho 
other reason to bless his nanje, his preserving mercy ‘calls a- 
loud for our devout gratitndd At our last meeting we 
hot that those blessings would be vouchsafed to us at the 
Pointed time ; but. trusting in the mercy of God, we propos 
WO address you on the « Union of the Churches;””, 







Testy we how bring the subject before you. ad hin of \ 


8 Union—its ad vantag 


e$—the means of promoting it-—and 
fauses which might 


interrupt it, are so familiar. to your 


\ woderstanding, that we bardly need ‘mention them; and of 







jaeeree 7 thing very interesting can be expected’ to be said on 
fly Ct in this address. e will give a‘definition of union, 
Ma 


; Some remakks on the nature of it A union jis, a 
, on Of several individuals in_one. Now this combina- 
bon may Ye of parts, making an integral whale; or of distinct 
Che one is essentially in-° 
im the nature of the things to which it_ belongs; and’ cay 
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observations, we will now speak more parti ularly of Miriseaey. 
Union. And. as all Christian union depends, first, on the u- 
nion of the Trinity, and second, on the Union of Divinity aud 
humanity, we will take a general view of these subjects betore 
wei ptoceed further. ~_ 

There are mysteries which cannot be explained, for they’ 
eanndt be comprehended. But they are nevertheless true,—~ 
Such jis the trinity and unity of the Godhead - But. as this, 
and“ dther: truths of a similar character, abe clearly revealed 
by Him, who cannot lie, we should rest our faith on the im- 
mutable basis of -his inviolable veracity, and. humbly adore 
that transcendent. wisdom which so far exceeds our *concep- 
‘tion. | And the incapacity of dur minds to comprebebd inf. 
bite truths, should not weaken our belief in thein. 

The unity of the Godbead is ‘essential, immutable, eternal, 
and exists by natural and etergal necessity., It is therefore 
absolutely impossible that it should not be a triune Godhead, 
Because whatever belongs to God in his essential character, 

_ belongs to him of necessity. Hence our Lord. said “ Let not 
" your hearts be troubled, ye believe in God, believe also in 
me.”"—(John 14, 1.) Again, (v. 11.) ** Believe me that I 
am in the Father, and the Father in me * \ But At is needless 
fo multiply prodfs of that of which you entertain no doubt; 

* We suppose that if. Christ had not expressly declared hig 
divinity, you would believe bim.for his very.work's sake: | 

_ The |Holy Spirit of God, also, is God; and, indivisibly a- 
bited With the Godhead, Scriptural proofs’ of this crowd 
therselves ¥pon us: But if the Holy spirit hath wrought in’- 
you the| work of sanctification, we need only appeal to your 
own experience, and ask if any power, short of the power of 
God, could have changed your hearts—could 


he Father was conceived by the Hoty 

: ‘1. Luke 2.) su also we are begotten again to @ 

ely hope by ‘he power of the Spirit of God:—else we ‘are 

‘lards'and not sons. **God is a Spirit.” The Spirit of 

oc must therefore be every way commensurate with God,.—~ 

, Hereby we Plainly see that the union of the trinity is an indise 
| soluble, essential and eternal union. 


Having Proved the union of the trinity, itis not necessary | 


toenter extensively into the proof of the union of Divinity and 
UManity; for the most con rmed infidel was never known to 
doubt the buman nature of our Lord Jesus Christ. . But Jet us 
Y 4 course of reasoning Prove that the divine and human nia- 
lures were united before sin entered into the world. And this 
We will do oy an argument which we think sufficiént to silence 
the Cavils of every candid disputant. We shall not paraphrase, 
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to the geony of Christ, and thpse wh 
to prove the union df Chrisf 
israuch of the same nature o 
Espeaking: And although i 
Pes comprehension, yet it ish 
too plainly declared in the f God. for us to doubt the} 
truth of it, that there is a c: tantial union between Christ 
and his@burch. ‘Ibe gen or of the Scriptures | goes tof 
| shew that Christ is i every @imeaper of his Church, and that e- 
very member of his Churcal Mahim: ‘Uhis is the re of 
many parables, which will of vio ather explanatian ; and 
in language which is incapa Misconstruction. There is” 
no denying or evading this Without: characterizing the | 
Holy Scriptures with a styl4tile most studied ambiggity — 
Paul's first Epistle to the C of God, at Corinth,| is ad- 
dressed ** to them that are s Biel in Christ Jesus “ 
The Epistle to tt Ephestiiaits jin like manner dire¢ted to 

** the faithful in Chrdst/Jesus. ae é Chureh at Philippi js call- 
ed * the Saints in Christ Jesq a The apostle uses the same 
language to the Collossians, Mapiine them * Saints and faith- 
ful brethren én Chritt.” Th -pistle to the Thesdaloni- 
| ans is addressed * th the C ie the Thessalonians, which 
is in God the — and in } d Jesus Christ.” The se- 
cond Epistte to the Thesselo , if in the same style. These 
all shew that the Church is idl | Christ: and indeed! there 
is ho promise made} to any Gere vot in him, for all the 
Promises are in Hina yea, ands Halim amen, to the glory of 
God by the Charch.|” If the meh were not in Christ,|\what 
meaning could we affix to sud sages of sacred writipg: as 
the following: —« Who hath Gd us with all spiritual bless- 
ings in heavenjy places in CAT» According as he} hatb 
chosen us in Him, that we sh : b¢ Holy and without blame 
before Him in love.)"—« Jp 

“* That he might gather toget 
both which are in Heaven ¢ 
Him in whom also we h.ve of 
whom also, ye were beaicd 
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These passages are all selected from tbe first chapter of Paul « 


Epistle to the Ephesians: and it would be a work of some la~ 


bour t) enumerate all the passages of Similar construction ig 
the New Testament? Besides, it would sWell this fetter toa 
Yolumt without @ correspondent advantage. But our Saviour 
has declared it most emphatically in the fourteenth chapter of 
Jobn. | “ At that day ye shali know that I am in my Father, 
and you in me and f in you.” This puts the matter: out of 
debate. Further proof would be needless, and questions ri- 
diculous, hi. 3 

Let bs now speak something of union in’ individual congre- 
gational Churches: And this involves a'very important con- 
‘sideration The essence of this union is love to God through 
Christ, and love to pneanother for Christ's sake, This is that 
lovely charity which abideth for ever | Behold (saith | the 
Psalmist) how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell 
together io unity. He compares it to the Precious ointinent 
wherewith Aaron, the high priest, was sanctified: which was 
typical) of the oil of gladness with which our great spiritual 
high priest was anointed above his fellows. Pie is’ alsd ag 
evér living union. and is thence compared to the d- w of Her. 
mon, and the dew that descended on the mountains of Zion, 
Where the Lord commanded the blessing, even life for ever- 
more. The apostle John makes it the test of the believer's 
new.life. saying, « And we know that we have passed from 


death unto life, because we love the brethren 


Who ¢an 
contemplate, without 


holy admiration, this sublime union. b 

united jn fellowship 
» through our Lotd Jesus Christ! This 
© long as' the divine attributes of Jove. power 
and truth shall. remain perfect with God ., And believers jin 
the Lord Jesus Christ will pssémble together in cangregation- 
al churches unt! the world’s end. For the bonds, of charity” 
Will draw them together, to speak of the god things of God 
to Pray with and for oneanother—to attend, on the! ministry 
t0 setin order the things that’ are wanting—and to\cominemp- 
Fate the death and stifferings of our Lord; .until be hal] come 


t © second time without sin, unto Salvation. By ilest we be 
tedigus —_ oa 


Let us Proceed to-hotice the union of churches j AD associd- 

“ANY suspect the lawfulness of 
their delegates for the purposes for wh 

. mber that. the love which united the primitive 
Sbristians filled them with zeal for each other's prosperity, 
and anxions Rolicitdde to know oi their state. And churches 
a3 well as individual Christians often reminded each other of 


| 
# 











ee ee 





















ke er foe 






















































their faithful and on love 






their holy. salutation tb the Cor ‘ 
letter. (1, Cor 16 19.) The 
tally in their epistles OB 

their fervent benedictibns. 
dent to Padl’s apostie 














him daily the care of all 
the eburches: (2 Cor! 11, 28, ul sent Trehices to the 
Epbesian church,’ that they mi now the affairs of the bre- 







thren” at Rome, (Eph. 
sent Epapbroditus to the Philip 
when a saw him, aod that t 
less sorrowful. 
with all gladness. 
{eputation, He also trusted to 
recerve comfort when pe. shouts 
pian cherch Is it not very cre rs 
Churches Wad not existed j0 an ay 
hav} adopted some regular me 
state? The great sianibty so oft 
welfare and Prosperity, of the 
the belief that they wogld have ff 
tain those things in which they 
shall we, so far abuse the great 
ous liberty, which our God has BB 
us, jas to lie doWn in #upid ind 
Christ's kingdom oneatth? Bulk 
The ardent desires of le lieving 
Lord is doing in Zion, furnishes 
The Lord hath declared that wh i 
together in biv name, that He isk 
we have much reason té lielieve 
oftep been sensibly felt|at our a 
effusion of the Holy Spirit took 
ciples were all with one accord i 
appeal t© almost every {inember 
well as to those of if other 














hes in veneral, warrants 











Bo deep an interest, 


: thren, we need not fear. 
Bastians to know what the 


© or three are gathered 
mene midst of them. And 
Sethe Divine presence has 
amations.. The wonderful 
GP at atime when the dis- 
Mplace. And we might 
ir own denomination; as 













ledge the truth of experimental 
common for the influences of the r 
‘bly manifested at times! when th 
united at a throne of grate. He 
@d t iniuse extraordin ry meas 
hag said, that in the mul itude of 
Thus by the -associativ 
wisdbtm and energies of 
by: means of this combin pLOn ma 
fect, 





on, to say, if { is not 
Spirit to he mote visi- 





gerpom the Lord.was pleas- 
aaef the spirit ot wisdom, 








Z ber af churches, the 
Mrollected toa poist, and 
Lem exercised to, better ef- 
and with less danger ot er #) And this promotes the 








e churches of Asia sent 
church, in, Paul's first 
thes and preachers gene, 
the Holy Ghost: to send 
e many afflictions inci-+ 


The same apostle also 
i, that they might rejoice 
postle himself might be the 
lippians to receive him 
maers were to be held in. 
® Timotheus that he might 
MPw the state of the Philip-| 
that if these primitive. 
pf persecution they would | 
of learning each others” | 
pproifested by them for the | 


And | 
mssings of civil and religi- | 
pleased to bestow upon | 
nee about the affairs of | 


} 


mcurity which will not fail. | 


Ee@Pwination, who acknow- | ° 


ers of the multitude are. | 


ee liots there issalety,— 


































































































a 









































Rarmowy at 
glor¥ ot Ge 
We ackn 
overleap th 
its. ° 
To advis 
vileges. T 
assume any, 
ate distrust- 
verging tow 
better be di 
ercising aut! 
Tights of indi 
the indepenc 
tory tribunal 
ciation cannc 
with it. such 
bly from suc 
sphere of its , 

We will co 
tion, - 

Every ass 
Mitlister of th 
church, shoul 
and petpetua 
church of God 
are more close 
industriqusly ; 
interrupt it. 

, Churches or eg 
* from every a 
» should subject 
tiny, when the 
mony ofthe | 
Peace and hari 
Sociation, isa 
therly love. 
Rerally prevail 
brethren has w; 


Provoke th 
® stumbling: ble 
‘lawful, b 


ahin 
the Lord and hi 









| 


45 


harmony and the purity of churches, whereby the declarative: 
glor¥ of God is advanced, 

We acknowledge, however, that associations Should never 
overleap the great barier which is placed as their ultimate limn- 
ils. > 
To advise, instruct, and admonish is the utmost of their pri- 
vileges. A > powers vested in ‘them, and if hey 
assume any, theylexceed the design of their nstitution—pre- 
ale distrust—interrupt the harmony of the churches and are 
verging towards, anti christianism Such combinations. |had 
better be dissolved than to injure the cause of Christ by ex. 
ercising authority over churches; or by interlering with | the 
rights of individual members, to invade the liberty, or infringe 
the independence of churches, which are the highest judica- 
lory tribunals of ah ecclesiastical Maturegn earth. If an asso- 
ciation cannot fellowship the conduct of cHurch conuected 
With it. sueh association would do better to withdraw peacpa- 
bly from such church, than to attempt to force it within the 
sphere of its admonitions. 

e will conclude this address with a, seasonablo exhorja- 
Uon, 

Every association—every con 
Mitlister of the Gospel, 
church, 
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imterrupt it. Diseord is one of the greatest evils ingident to 
, Churches or Communities: if, therefore, we should abstain 

from every appearance of evil,”’ is it not evident that we 
i should subject all our measures to more than ordinary s¢éri4 
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